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showing qhat we had had butan imperfect knowl- 
edge of his character. Brave, daring, gallant, as 
we knew him to be, we thought he would inter- 
pose no objection to the fight. We combatted his 
arguments as best we could; but they left on each 
of us a deep impression. But for that conversa- 
tion, no adjustment of the difficulty would have 
been made. Having returned to the Hall of the 
House of Representatives, General Dawson, then 
a Senator from the State of Georgia, came to my 
seat and expressed a desire to speak with me in 
the rotunda. I went there with him. He said, 
‘s We can settle this thing.”’ [ agreed to try with 
him to settle it. But for the conversation.which 
had taken place a few-moments before, in which 
Colonel BaKER had taken such aconspicuous part, 
I should have rejected the proposition at once. I 
will not relate the whole history of that transac- 
tion, but will only say that it was adjusted with- 
out dishonor to Colonel Bissell® 

Mr. Speaker, Colonel Baker has fulfilled the pro- 
phetic words which he uttered on this floor in 1850. 
He said at the conclusion of one of his speeches: 

‘[ have only to say that if the time should come when 
disunion rules the hour and discord is to reign supreme, | 
shall Ogain be ready to give the best blood in my veins to 
my country’s cause. I shall be prepared to meet all antag 
onists with lance in rest, to do batule in every land in de 
fense of the Constitution of the country which Lhave sworn 
to support, to the last extremity, against disunionists and all 
its enemies, whether of the South or North; to meet them 
everywhere, at all times, with speech or hand, with word 
or blow, until thought and being shall be mine no louger.”’ 

He has fulfilled the prophecy. 

The people of Illinois felt as deep anguish in 
the death of Colonel Baker as did the people on 
the distant shores of the Pacific, or as any peopl 
in this nation. 


on 


IIe was bound to them by many 
ties. Hismotherresidesamongthem. His brother 
and sister are there. His early manhood ’s strug- 
gles and triumphs were there. He 
in the hour of battle to victory. They honored 
him by conferring on him places in the Legislatur 
and in Congress, and he reflected honor on them 
by the brilliancy of intellect which he brought to 
the discharge of his dutie 2 
Death has been busy with that bright array of 
intellect which shone so brightly in the State of 
lilinois in our times. We have mourned at the 
graves of Harden and Ford and Harris and Bis- 
sell, and of our cherished leader, Douglas; and 
now we mourn at the grave of Baker. ‘The gems 
have dropped away from that circle. Some of its 
brightest stars have been stricken outand obscured. 
A few years must sweep away from existence those 
who have been the rivals and compeers of the illus- 


led hie r sons 


trious dead; and, sir, if the survivors can bring || 


a nation sorrowing around their graves as have 
done those who have gone before them tothetomb, 
we shall have cause to rejoice in them, 

I can say, from my knowledge of Colonel 
Baker, that he was the manly and courteous op- 
onent, the unselfish friend, the statesman with- 
ut reproach, the brilliant orator, the gallant sol- 
dier. In obedience to his orders, in compliance 
with his duties, at the head of his command, 
standing beneath the flag, in support of the Con- 
stitution of the country, he has fallen, and gone 
to his rest forever. He has faithfully discharged 
his duties to his country and to mankind. 


y 
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i 
{ 


Mr. SARGEANT. Mr. Speaker, with unaf- 
fected sadness I rise to adda few words of tribute 
to the memory of my deceased friend, although 
little remains to be said by way of biography, or 
even of eulogy. I speak with intimate knowledge 
of the man from long association socially and po- 
litically—from a sympathy with his principles, 
and active coéperation with him in many of his 
undertakings. Tame and dull seem any words 
of eulogy applied to that splendid intellect, that 
valorous heart, unless they could be conceived in 
his own brain of fire, and uttered by his affluent 
tongue. But 

“ THis signal deeds and prowess high 
Demand no pompous eulogy— 
Ye saw his deeds! 
Why should their praise in verse be sung: 
The name that dwells on every tongue 
No minstrel necds !”’ 


an 
> 





c 
~ 


I 


( 


! 


his nobl 


( 


< 


principle 
them of th 
after the goal 
posit 


the key-note of his whole political life. 
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His faults, which were few, were those of the 
renerous and social; his virtues were many and 
s nature was alove 


reroic. Deeply ingrained in hi 
of freedom; a reverence f » institutions, free 
abor, free men; a pleasure in the elevation of the 
nasses that no demag gue can appreci ite. Hence 

lest efforts of oratory and richest gems 
of thoucht are found in those orations where he 
directly to his people to be true to the 


s of American liberty, and reminded 
him, 


res of freemen. Hear 
ambition was won, the highest 
! 
i 


} 
his birth enabled him to fi 


ippe aled 








l,as he gives 


He said, 


at San Francisco, when on his way to take his 


seat in the Unit 


“As { me, IT dare not, will not, be fal to freedom. 
Where the feet of my youth were planted, there, by ft 


i ) a, ft 
dom, my feet shall ever stand. I w ill walk beneath her 
banner; L will glory in her strength | have watched her 
in history struck down on a hundred chosen fields ot bat 
tlhe. IT have seen her friends fly from her; her foes gather 
around her. T hav een her bound to the stake; | have 


| afaculty ofidentifying himself with his audiences 


seen them give her ashes to the winds. But when they 


turned to exult, I have seen her again meet them face to 
face, resplendent, in complete steel, brandishing in her 
strong right hand a fla s sword, red with insufferab! 


light. I take cou The peopl ither around her. The 


genius of America will at last lead her sons to freedom.”’ 


lican party, in 1856, as 
cherished convictions, in 
advance of nearly all other leaders, he 
our hills and valleysand talked to the miners and 
farmers of the dignity of that free labor by which 
the y had created a Stat , and macic ill 


theexpon itoft ese | 


traversed 


ly illustrated 


the great issues of that contest. His propheti 
mind. even at that early peri d, looked forward 


to the troub! vith which we now contend. He 


appreciat 1 the bak ful effects that would bi 


, pro- 
du ed by the advancing, aggressive slave power 
of this nation.ev n to the destruction of th Union 
and Constitution; for he was learned in the hearts 
of men, and his penetrating mind had not been 
deceived by th vecious pretenses of the men 
who even then cloaked treason with a fair exte- 
rior. Therefore he sought to prepare the minds 
of the people for effectual resistance to its usurp- 
ations. He w in advance of the ace in that 
remote State; but such labors couid not fail of 


effect. Those who have heard in the other Cham- 
ber his noble defense of the integrity of this Union 
arainst its assailants, who have se n his lorical 
sword piercing to the dividing of the joints and 
marrow of the controversy, have an idea of the 
et and the felicity of his 
language. But his electric power ove rthe ma 


to any force he wielded in such 


keenness of his intell 


was yet superior 


debates. Ele appealed to their better natures in 
behalf of their best interests,and he aroused them 
to tumultuous enthusiasm or subdued them to 


will. I do but strict justice to his 
. 1 


tears at his 

memory when | say tha alifornia is largely 
indebted to Enwarnp D. Baxer that she is not to- 
day within the grasp of sccessionist 


this Hall by politicians 





s,and thatshe 
sented no lonrerin 
of the Calhoun school, but by men charged to 
declare her unalterable fidelity to the Union. 
Colonel Baker was eminent 

sentiment. With his callant and daring nature 
he would never follow, would not timorously feel 
after public opinion He was always in th ‘van. 
Therefore, he never asked if a measure was pop- 
ular as a condition of his support; he only cared 
if it was right. No matter how great might be the 
public opposition to any measure he deemed just 
and beneficial, he wa’ not deterred from its sup- 
port, but only labored harder to secure its success. 
telying upon hi t powers of intellect, the in- 
fluence his unrivaled oratory enabled him to exert 
over his fellows, he dashed arainst popular opposi- 
tion, and frequently turned it back where other 
men would have been trampled underfoot. He had 


Is repr 


ly a leader of public 


expressing their thoughts, leading their sympa- 
thies, speaking from their level with mingled sim- 
plicity and dignity, that dissolved prejudice and 
captivated their hearts. 
power for good or evil, the admiration that fol- 
lows his memory is mine! i 





Possessed of enormous 


a with love and vrati- 
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tude that he devoted his rar 
humanity st patriotism. 
His original and fearless mind could 


rifts to the good of 
and to the nobk 
be but 
HH look dthrough 
party to principles. Hi: spirit was eminently 
catholic. He gladly welcomed co-laborers, com 
ing from whatever souree, and gave his si es 
to elevate his noman 


little controlled by party ties, 


ul opponents. Calling him- 
self a Republican, and sincerely such in princip! 
he was anxious all who agreed in ¢ 
tials. He set the example, in his political action 
and speeches, of discarding prejudices and minor 
distinctions from that true policy which be 

serves and advances vital interests. Lience he 
disregarded party names, to fight by the side of 
his friend Broderick, when that noble Senator 


to unite 


returned to California, after his first session, with 
the thunders of the Administration leveled at his 
head, for his opposition to its corruptions and to 
And when Mr. Brod 
erick fell, a martyr to his devotion to human lib 


erty, Colonel Baker’s oration over his body, in 
the hearing of 


the extension of slavery. 


weeping thousands, in the public 
in San Francisco, had the intensity of grief 
of that of Mare Antony over the body of Cesar: 


“My heart is in the ec with Cesar, 
And | must pause till it come back to me.” 


square 
ffin there, 
And there is a passage in that noble oration al- 


most foreign to the nature of the late Sen- 


spoke of the patient grief of the rv ople : 


rentle 


timabt 


of those other words 


ator,as he 
+! besarte at } . ~le . 
who hung upon his words, over the ines 
loss, thatrecalls the bitterness 
of the Roman orato1 

tut were I Brutus, 
And Brutus Antony, there were an Antony 
Would rutile up your spirits, and put a tongue 
Inevery w , that should move 
ie stones of Rome to rise in mutiny!” 


Was not the great champion of liberty slain? 
The labor of years destroyed in an hour? The 
first vici ry of freedom turned to bloody disaster ? 
What wonder that, mingled with his cloquent 
sorrow, were thoughts of that 
strikes like the thunderbolts of fate. Heart-broken 
he turned from the scene, and his eloquent voi 
was heard no more in our State until the blood of 
Broderick had been best avenged by the triumph 
of the principles for which he was slain. 

Honoree by a seat in the national Senate by 


l 
our sister State of the 


venveance that 


Pacific—a position w hich 
we of California would eladly have conferred upon 
him if we had had the power, and which he valued 
as the rj ified and honorable that could be 
bestowed—with true patriotism and noble gal- 
lantry he laid his 


¢] | 
upon the ait 


most d 
position, his fortune, and his lift 
uw of his adopted country, and fell, asa 
patriot warrior should, contending against its fo 

It is true, that he fell in an objectless fight; that no 
commensurate result followed the great sacrific: 
but not the less noble the patriotism that animated 
him. Where shall we look in the annals of this 
or any war for a more heroic display of sublime 
courage than was exhibited on the disastrous day 
that witnessed his death, as he moved from rank 
to rank of his feeble command, encouraging hi 
comrades by cheerful words, calmly directing thei: 


, sharing their toil and utmost danger, h 


, 


evo)38rts 
majestic form the mark of every hostile bullet, 
yet disdainineg precaution, the rallant leader of a 
| forlorn hope, with death alike in front and ) 
| entrapped into a position where victory and r 
treat were alike impossible, and surrender w 
than death? With the immediate cause of h 
sacrifice, with that fatal and ill-advised movement 
at Ball’s Bluff, I do not intend to deal. I doubt 
not the disasters of that day have impressed their 
lesson where it was needed, and there | am con- 
tent at present to leave them. Pity it is, that that 
lesson has cost. us so dear, 

With the many elements of the sublime in his 
nature, he was eminently kind and friendly. His 
disposition Was so |, his heart open and cheer- 
ful as the day. He wasappr vachable to the hum- 
blest, sincere in his friendships, mindful of favors, 
liberal in return. No enemy could provoke him 
to hatred, no ally complain of treachery. He was 


indebted as much to the sincerity of his nature, 





vhich was manifest in every word and act, as to 
his wonderful powe of oratory, for the ascend- 
( he ¢ ! wherever he sought it. Preju- 
ney h cures yvner sous Le ju 
AI elted in the sunlight of his smile. As im- 


, followed his bold flights through poetic 
realms, or reason labored to master his rapid de- 


ductions, his audiences would sway with admira- 
tion; and then, changing to deepest pathos—a 
pathos beyond affe ctation——that could spring only 
from a Ww rt in sym path ly with ail that is rood 

| rentle and true, he would move his listeners 
to tends rnessand trust, opening his heart of hearts 
to their gaze, and captivating their affections by 





agint into the riches of a nature so sympathetic 
that he bound them to his cause by very love of 
l advocate : 7 

Mr. Speaker, we of California have not to-day 
the privilege of remembering the dead Senator as 
honored by us with his seat in the highe st coun- 
cil of the nation. We have not the grateful recol- 
lection that the honor which he shed upon the 
Pacific States by his brief but splendid career in 
the Senate, is the peculiar treasure of our State. 
But California will ever claim and cherish the 
memory of Enywarp D. Baker as one of her 
brizhtest jewels. Our State was the object of his 
ea t love—the theater of many of his highest 
achievements He was familiar with our skies 
und intaims, our streams and forests, our cities 
and hom He loved our people, and they loved 


him with fervent ido latry. Their hearts bled in 
h when the lightning flashed dismal 
intelligence of his untimely fate; and even now 


hes are borne over the waves to rest in the 
80 e loved, by the side of that other slain Sen- 
ator, in the shadow of the Lone Mountain. In 
his own magnificent phrase, ** As in life, no other 


vO among us so rang its trumpet blast upon the 
ear of freemen, so in death its echoes will rever- 
berate amidst our mountains and our valleys until 
truth and valor cease to a ypeal to the human 
heart.’’ I but inadequate ly +e the emotions 
of the people of my State, as I seck in feeble 
words to do honor to his memory. ‘| would this 
tribute were worthier, that I could hang a garland 
upon his tomb worthy of his illustrious shade. 

But the future will be »justto his fame. When 
history makes record of the heroic deeds done in 
this holy war, the nam of Epwarp D. Baker 
W pire to sublimest praise, and his memory 
Loe reserved from age to age lilce the acre d fire 
upon Vesta’saltar. For myself [ desire no higher 
motive for my public acts than inspired his glori- 
ou mtrioti sm, his und ying love of freedom. And, 
sir, it ust that the declaration of his trathfal lips, 
made a little over one year ago, and which I shall 
qi —a declaration made in bitter mortification, 
ii contemplation of the spectacle we presented 
to the civilized world, may have lost its truth 


and meaning by means of the national regenera- 
tion this war is producing: 


‘ Here, [said he} in a land of written constitutional lib 


erty, itis reserved tor us to teach the world that under the 
Americano stars and stripes, slavery marches in solemn pro- 
cession; that under the American flag, slavery is protected 
to the utmost verge of acquired territory ; that under the 
American banner, the name of freedom is to be faintly 
heard, the songs of freedom faintly sung; that while Gari- 
baldi, Victor Emanuel, every great and good man in the 
world strives, struggles, fights, prays, suffers, and dics, 
sometimes on the scaffold, sometimes in the dungeon, often 
on the field of battle, rendered immortal by his blood and 
his valor; that while this triumphal procession marches 
on through the arches of treedom—we, in this land of all 
the world, shrink back trembling when freedom is but 
mentioned.” 

oir, the S]M ll is brolren. We dare to be free. 
Th traditions of our race s = . ha Oo 

12 tradition f our race sadly teach that free 


dom is only bought with blood; and noble blood 
has been shed to emancipate us from the domina- 
tion of that despotism which has fettered liberty 
and corrupted conscience. It seems a fearful 
pay when our Lyons and Bakers and 
Vinthrops and Ellsworths are cut down in the 
glory of usefulmanhood. Butthe nation is being 
educated in heroism, and we are giving to the 
future hely names and memories and examples, 
inestimable gifts that will be cherished by our 
children’s children as their richest inheritance. 


Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, my personal 
acquaintance with Senator Baker was of recent 
date. It commenced about the time of the inau- 
guration of President Lincoln. But under the 
influence of his graceful and genial manners and 
confiding nature it soon ripene :d into mutual friend- 


mrice to 
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io 


ceived and now sacred] 


, attested, on sein: part, by acts gr atefully re- 


of my young constituents, who desired to prove 
their patriotism by following him when he should 
tead a column ‘mid the “ sheeted fire and flame’ 


of some second Cerro Gordo. 
He was a fascinating companion; and I know 


not which most to admire, the heartiness, ease, 
and grace of his social intercourse, or his power 
as a thinker, orator, and leader of men. Who 
that has seen his eye flash as his voice swayed 
the Senate or the assemble d multitude of eager 
listeners, shall forget its fire? Or who, 
heard him quietly relate some mirth-moving in- 
cident, will forget the genial 
illuminated hiss Alas! 
have closed in death while the 
manhood px vr d from his many wounds! 

But, Mr. Speaker, sorrow as we may with those 


weet smile? that it should 


y remembered by anumber | 


that has | 
light with which it | 


blood of vigorous 


whom he so tenderly loved; grieve as we may for | 


our country, to whose welfare and glory his life 
was so unsparingly devoted, let us not mourn his 
death, for in it a well-spent life was fitly rounded. 
The enduring monuments of a nation are the 
stories of its men, which, if these were truly 
great, illuminate the future while they exe mplify 
the past; and when Epwarp Dickinson Baker 
died, another name was indelibly graven on the 
imperishable rollsof American orators, statesmen, 
and soldiers. 

He was not a native of the city which I have 
the honor, in part, to represent. 
Philade Iphia knew that he 
that he came to manhood 
colonel from that State, the 
our country from Vera Cruz to the city of Mexico; 
that it was asa citizen of distant California he had 
thrilled the heart of a great and wide-spread peo- 
ple by the utterance of his indignant sorrow over 
the body of the murdered Broderic k; and that it 
was as Senator from more distant Oregon he had 
hurled from the ‘* Tarpeian rock’’ the Cain-like 
son of Kentuc ky , who, impelled by ambition law- 
less as that of Lucifer, yon ‘d of the sanctity of 
the Constitution, that, by the arts of Judas, he 
might betray a confiding people; yet they love d 
him of themselves. 

His early youth was passed in Philadelphia. 
Many of his relatives still reside there; and 
always loved the city in which his fathe r—yet 


was born in England; 
Illinois, and, as a 
bore 


as one 


he 


The people of 


unsullicd flag of 


kindly remembered by many—essayed to main- | 


tain his f. umily by the labors of a teacher, and in 


which he first felt the quenchless flame of honor- | 


able ambition; and, after having publicly dedi- 
cated himself ‘* to fight for country, home, law, 
Government, Constitution, right, freedom, and 


humanity sr he came thither to enlist a regiment, 


to follow him to vic tory or the grave, in so erand 


acause. He came to raise one thousand men. 
The announcement of his name and purpose was 


magical as the summons of Roderick Dhu. More 
offered than could be accepted. 
‘* From the gray sire, whose trembling hand 
Could hardly buckle on his brand, 
To the raw boy, whose shaft and bow 
Were vet searce terror to the crow ; 
Till at the rendezvous they stood 


By hundreds, prompt for blows and blood.” 
And when his so-called California regiment left 
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its place of rendezvous, it embraced three battal- 
ions and mustered over fourteen hundred of the | 


flower and pride of Philadelphia. 
which they passed through our city to encamp in 
a neighboring park was a gala day. I saw them 


The day on | 


as they passed along one of our principal thor- | 


oughfares; the music » to which the »y marched was 
the plaudits of dear kindred, friends, and ne igh- 


bors. It wasa goodly sight to look upon. 


Be side 


the acute lawyer, experienced legislator, glow- | 


ing orator, and tried soldier, Colonel Baker— 
whose name the fondest aeaewaret hopes of the 
city garlanded—rode the brave and accomplished 
y oung Qu: iker Wistar, uponw hom, with the affec- 
tion of a father, he relied with such well- -placed 
confidence as his ‘‘ good right arm.’ 
column that followed was as grand an embodi- 


And in the | 


ment of character, culture, courage, and loyalty | 


as ever regimental officer commanded. No holi- 
day or hireling soldiers were the -y; but men with 
tender ties 


are, and how worthless life would be without 
them. How dauntless was their courage, how 
perfect their devotion to chief and 


cause, Massa- | 


chusetts and New York will tell when they write | 


, bright prospects, and noble aspira- || 
tlions—me 5 Ww ho knew what peace and freedom || 
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the story of their sons whose conduct on that ilj- 
chosen field invests with a radiaut halo the doubts 
and disasters of Ball’s Bluff. 

When his regiment had been in the field a short 
time, the Government offered Colonel Baker a 
general’s commission, which he refused to re- 
ceive; but while he gracefully declined the rank 
and pay, he accepted the labors and responsibil- 
ites of the station. About that time the business 
of recruiting seemed to flag, and with character- 
istic energy ‘he undertook ‘the labor of enlisting 
the additional regiments required to complete his 
brigade. Again “he came to Philadelphia. Colo- 
nels Baxter Owe ns, and Moorhead having served 
three months, and been honorably mustered out of 
service, had each gathered about him the nucleus 
of a regiment forthe war. He saw and conferred 
with them. Moorhead, like Wistar, had known 
him, as youth knows a gallant leader, ‘* when 

ursuing honor on the distant fields of Mexico.”’ 
Ranier. one of their number, was appealing to 
our firemen to encounter on a new field the toil 
and danger-with which they are so familiar; and 
in Owen he found an intelligent and educated rep- 
resentative of the courage and enthusiasm of the 
Irish-American people. He authorized them to 
announce their regiments as part of his brigade, 
and thus again disclosed the magical power of 
his name; for however tardily recruiting had gone 
on before, men now rallied around the standard 
of those officers more rapidly than the Govern- 
ment could arm and equip them; and in a few 
days an exultant people cheered the departure of 
the last of them for the embattled field. 

The qualities which gave Colonel Baker so 
controlling an influence among men seem to me to 
have been his frankness, his fidelity, and that 
great-hearted humanity which interested him in 
whatever concerned the rights, comfort, or welfare 
of those about him. In him my young townsmen 
declare they found not only the soldier’s first 
need—discipline and guidance—but also a patient 
listener, wise counselor, and sympathetic friend. 

His career illustrates the beneficence of our 
institutions. Neither the poverty of his child- 
hood, nor the fact of his foreign birth depress: ped 


him. And as his restless energy bore him west- 
ward from the Atlantic even to the Pacific coast, 
he found under the Constitution of our country 


legitimate scope for all his activities. It is not 
generally known that with his varied powers hy 
also possessed a fine poetic gift. Itwas, however, 
well known to his intimate friends; and I have 
sometimes thought that though under other Gov- 
ernments, or in other times, he might not have 
been known as an orator, statesman, or soldier, 
he would still have achieved lasting fame. The 
man who could close the rhythmical expression of 
an exquisite poetic fancy with the exclamation— 

“Tt were vain to ask as thou rollest afar, 

Of banner or mariner, ship or star; 

It were vain to seek in thy stormy face 

Some tale of the sorrowful past to trace. 

Thou art swelling high, thou art flashing free, 

How vain are the questions we ask of thee! 

“T too am a wave ona stormy sea; 

I too am a wanderer, driven like thee ; 

T too am seeking a distant land 

To be lost and gone ere [ reach the strand ; 

For the land I seek is a waveless shore, 

And they who once reach it shall wander no more 
the man, [ say, who, with Colonel Baxer’s love 
of right and large human sympathy, could give 
such expression to his fancy, might not have 
attained political power under institutions afford- 
ing less scope to his activity, but would probably 
have shone in literature, and enrolled his name 
with those of Korner, Schiller, and Burns. 

Mr. Speaker, our sympathy will not reanimate 
the moldering remains of our departed friend; 
but let us see to it that we realize the hope in 
which he rejoiced: ** That the banner of our coun- 
try may advance, and wheresoever that banner 
waves, there ‘glory may pursue and freedom be 
established.” 


Mr.RIDDLE. Mr.Speaker, the nation mourns 
her dead, not as in the peace-time, when one of 
her kingly ones went from a rounded and perfect 
career, leaving our a brightened with his pas- 

sage, and glittering wit the new stars his hand had 
set in it. Then indeed she mourned, but it was 
with a proud and satisfied sorrow, as she inurned 
his ashes in her bosom and transferred his glory 
to her diadem, made brighter by the tears wi! h 
which she embalmed it. Now we ‘feel asif a strong 


” 
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and beautiful column had been shattered in our 
midst ere it was finished, an@ leaving an edifice 
tottering for its support. Itis as if we had sud- 
denly stumbled upon the corpse of the dead Sen- 
ator, not composed in the dignity of calm death, 
with his robes about him, but mangled upon a 
rent field, with the cloud of batule on his brow, 
and its flush still flickering in his eye; with his 
battle blade shivered in his hand, and tke nation’s 
ensign torn from its staff, scorched and crimsoned 
and trampled into the red earth beneath him. This 
is the picture that starts fresh and ghastly before 
us,and we contemplate it with pallid surprise, with 
the gush of first grief, and with a fierce indigna- 
tion, for we know the hand that robbed us of this 
regal form and royal soul. And as we contem- 
plate it, other forras marred by the hand of this 
war come in funeral procession and range them- 
selves about this grand figure. 

There is the shadowed face of Ellsworth, whose 
winged spirit bore him a step beyond frigid duty 
to a murderer; yet that spot is a shrine, and the 
dark edifice that holds it, is chipped away for 
memorials and amulets and talismans. We now 
know the meaning of that nameless shadow that 
deepened his boyish beauty. 

And Winthrop, radiant in young genius, with 
his hilt wreathed with the offerings of poesy and 
romance, rushing as blithely to battle and to death 
as a young bridegroom to the couch of expectant 
love. 

And Lyon, from the far-off Missouri, who hurled 
his four or five regiments into the battle-embrace 
of twenty thousand enemies, and grasped victory 
out of the iron fangs of fate, and relinquished it 
only to the hand of death. They throng about 
us, pale and shadowy, from scores of fields of 
glory and disaster. 

Hundreds of our broad-browed, open-eyed 
youths; without a taint in their blood or a stain 
on their souls; pure as the mothers who bore them, 
and beautiful as their sisters in their homes; have 
been lost in fierce conflict, when individuality is 
dropped, melted out in the fiery mass of molten 
valorthat roars and swellsand breaks in red waves; 
when wounds do not smart, and death does not 
sting. Many—oh! how many—in rude, dilapi- 
dated hospitals and chilly tents, untended and un- 
cared for, have passed away, solaced only by fever- 
dreams of far-off homes, bringing the images of 
cool hands and loved forms they shall meet never, 
save in the * silent land.”’ 

These were not enough! A higher sacrifice; 
the highest the land could offer—he whom the 
Constitution, written by our fathers, made the 
peer of the President; and whom the constitution, 
written by the finger of God, made the peer of the 
proudest, living or dead—was demanded. And 


then, in that narrow, fire-girt field, at the close of 


that shortened autumn day, under that gray, piti- 
less sky, amid defeat, disaster, and death, that 
sacrifice was made. It was perfect. The sky cir- 
cledno nobler victim. That man-form was swayed 
by the brain of a statesman, and garnered the 
wisdom of a sage. It was warmed by the heart 
of a hero, and held the arm of a warrior. In it 
burned the imagination of a poet, and its utter- 
ances were with the tongue of an orator; and over 
all reigned a soul almost angelic in its elevation. 

The nation mourns her dead, and when, in the 
anguish of this great loss, we contemplate the 
measureless calamity of which it is a part, and 
see the springs and causes and the hands that 
worked this dire woe, demands for an almost re- 
ligious vengeance struggle for place and expres- 
sion in our grief. We feel as if we should summon 
hither our young legions, and bidding them dip 
their weapons in this sacred blood, we should 
hurl them on the guilty land, to drive the plow- 
share of utter destruction through a soil that reeks 
with the feculence and slaver of allcrime. That we 


should here invoke that the red-visaged angel of 


retributive wrath be loosened and sent to hover on 
the pinions of fright and terror over that doomed 
clime, and distill images of dire horror among 
~ ghastly, shivering, guilty wretches below. 

ardon me if such emotions should find no utter- 
ance here where everything should be softened 
and elevated to the tender grand sorrow of a great 
nation in the presence of a great grief. 

Mr. Speaker, what fruition is to spring from 
all this wide, wild waste and desolation? What 
great fitting conclusion is to leap or grow from 
this crushing of the caskets of so many priceless 
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lives? Are all these sacrifices to be in vain? or 
may we gather from them inspiration and cour- 
age and strength and stature, to confront and 
grapple with the event that-so overshadows and 
dwarfs us all? or shall they, furnishing the only 
light on the darkest page of American history, be 
transmitted for the benefit of a better generation, 
to whom that page shall tell the story of our visi- 
tation and our opportunity, of the means before | 
us and our weakly turning from them? That 
instead of our springing into the proportions of 
giants,and doing giant’s work, we dwindled and | 
driveled and shriveled and shrunk, and were 
buried under a burden that we could not carry. 


This crowning loss shall be to all a loss, if, like | 


blinded men in darkened rooms, we waste our 
strength and energy in buffeting shadows and 


phantoms and shams that mock us as we smite. | 


Not in vain, if, with the one great object, we go 
confidently forth into the field of God’s provi- 


dence, and in the clear, white light, read the in- | 
scription emblazoned on the front of this huge 


treason, and apprehend the lesson it teaches. 
Then, too, we shall find an ample means anda 
golden opportunity, like severe-browed yet stay- 
ing angels, awaiting our footste ps. 


A nation mourns her dead, and questions while 


she mourns. 

Mr. Speaker, it was not needed that I should 
add a single leaf to the rich and varied garlands 
scattered with the profuse hand of national and 
individual grief upon the resting-place of the dead 
Senator. I had no ambition to bring a wrought 
wreath; | only wished to lay upon or near it one 
little broken spray. 


The question was taken, and the resolutions 
were adopted. 

The House thereupon (at four o’clock and 
twenty minutes, p. m.) adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 12, 1861. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SuonpeRLanp. 
The Journal of yesterday was read andapproved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. WILSON presented the pe tition of Col- 
onel J. J. Abert, of the corps of topographical 
engineers, praying relief in consequence of being 
retired by the Army retiring board; which was 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I desire to present the pe- | 


tition of Isidor Kalisch, D. D., of New York, a 


Jewish divine, asking the repeal of the law which 


confines the selection of chaplains to ministers of 
the Christian denominations, and that Jewish di- 
vines be allowed to officiate as chaplains in the 
Army and hospitals. I ask its reference to the 
Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

It was so referred. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE presented the memorial of 
the Board of Trade of the city of Racine, Wiscon- 
sin, praying for the establishment of a national 
armory at that place, for the northwestern States; 


which was referred to the Committee on Military | 


Affairs and the Militia. 
Mr. HOWE presented seven petitions of citi- 
zens of Wisconsin, praying that some point on 
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to the Committee on the Post Office and Pi 


it referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


the Fox river, between Lake Winnebago and | 


Green Bay, in that State, may be selected as a | 


site for a national armory and foundery; which 
were referred tothe Committee on Military Affairs 
and the Militia. 

Mr. McDOUGALL presented the petition of 
Pedro Chaboya, praying Congress to authorize 
the Supreme Court of the United States to adju- 
dicate and decide upon his claim to a tract of land 
in California, called Posa de San Juan Bautista; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. TRUMBULL from the Committee on the 


Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
55) authorizing the President to fill vacancies in 
certain offices during the recess of the Senate, 
asked to be discharged from its further consider- 
ation; which was agreed to. 

Mr. NESMITH, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs and the Militia, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. No. 99) to provide for the pro- 
tection ofoverland emigrants toCalifornia,Oregon, 
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it 


and Washington Territory, reported it witho 
amendment, with a recommendation that it } 


Mr. COLLAMER. 


There has been referre: 


Roads, a memorial of the Chamber of Commer 
of the State of New York, for the establishment 
of a line of steamers from San Franciseo to China, 
Yesterday the same petition was presented by the 
Senator from New York, (Mr. Harnais,} who had 

The 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
direct me to return the memorial that was referred 
to them, with a motion that it be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PRESIDENT 8 MESSAGE. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Lam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Printing, to whom was referred a reso 
lution for printing ten thousand extra copies of 
the President’s message, to report an amended 
resolution on the same subject. 

The Secretary read the new resolution, as fo 
lows: 

Resolved, That ten thousand extra copies of the Presi 
denv’s message and accompanying documents be printed, 
omitting the statistical matter, and one thousand 
with the statistical matter, for the use of the Senate 

Resolved further, That there be printed in addition, for 
the use of the heads of Departments, one thousand eight 
hundred copies of the message of the President and accou 
panying documents, with the statistics and maps ; 
thousand copies of which for distribution to public libraries 
in the States and Territories by the Secretary of the Inte 
rior; also, two thousand additional copies of the report ot 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, for the use of his offic: 
one thousand copies of the report of the Commissioner ot 
the General Land Office, for the use of his office; five 
hundred copies of the report of the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings, tor the use ot that office; five hundred copies 
of the reports of the officers in charge of the Government 
Hospital for the Insane, for the use of said officers ; five 
hundred copies of the reports of the Columbia Institution 
forthe Deat and Dumb and the Blind, for the use of said offi 
cers; and five hundred copies of the reports of the officers tn 
charge of the Penitentiary for the District of Columbia, for 
their use, 

In order that the views of the Secretary of the Interior 
upon the various subjects treated of in these reports may 
be more fully understood, 

Be it further resolved, That so much of his 
printed therewith, as relates to the same subject 
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cop 


Ot 


report b 


The resolution was agreed to. 
NAVY REGISTER. 

Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following res- 
olution; which was referred to the Committee ou 
Printing: 

Resolved, That three thousand copies of the Navy Regis 
ter be printed for the use of the Senate. 

PUPILS AT THE NAVAL ACADEMY, 

Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered, by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of appointing the 
pupils at the Naval Academy on the ground of merit, to | 
decided by examination of all the candidates eligible in 
each district. 

ARRESTS BY ORDER OF TILE STATE DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I offer the following res- 
olution, and ask for its adoption: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to in 
form the Senate whether, in the loyal States of the Uniou, 
any person or persons have been arrested and imprisoned 
and are now held in confinement by orders from him or his 


Department; and, if so, under what law said arrests have 
been made, and said persons iinprisoned. 


Mr. WILSON objected to its present consid- 

eration, and it lies over, under the rule. 
EXTENSION OF PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. 

Mr. HALE submitted the following resolu 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Colum 
bia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of extend 
ing Pennsylvania avenue to Bridge street, in Georgetown, 
by way of the aqueduct bridge. 

MESSAGE FROM THE IIOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Rosert Morais, chief clerk, announced 
that the House had passed the following joint 
resolutions: 

A joint resolution (No. 16) relative to the ex- 
change of prisoners; and 

A joint resolution (No. 20) expressive of the 
recognition by Congress of the gallant and patri- 
otic services of the late Brigadier Ge neral Na- 
thaniel Lyon, and the officers and soldiers under 
his command at the battle of Springfield, Missouri. 

The message further announced that the House 
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had concurred in ther olution of the Senate for 
ti ippointm committee, to be com- 
posed of three of the Senate and four 
members o lH of Representatives, to in- 
quire into t nduct of the present war. 


REVISION OF THE STATUTES. 


Mr. SUMNER. I offer the following resolu- 
tion, and ask for its present consideration: 

Re ed, That the Committee on the Judiciary be di 
cled to consider the expediency of providing by law for 
the appointment of commissioners to revise the public stat 
tes of the United States; to simplify their language; to 


correct their incongruities : to suppl 


y their deficiencies; to 


irrange them in order: to reduce them to one connected 
text; and to report them thus improved to Congress for its 
final action; to the end that the public statutes, which all 


re presumed to know, m be in such form as to be more 
within the apprehension of ail 


The Senate pr eded to consider the resolu- 
tion by unanimou onsent. 

Mr. SUMNER It is now about ten years 
since, on first entering this Chamber, | had the 
honor of presenting this identical resolution. 
Several time uterwards, at succeeding sessions, 
I also presented it; but there was no action by the 


Committee on the Judiciary, to which it was re- 


ferred, or by the Senate, with regard to it. At 
last, however, we havea positive recommendation 
from the President, in his annual message, calling 
our attention to the necessity of a revision of our 
statutes, and reducing them to a connected text. 


I desire now to take advantage of that recom- 


mendation and to revive the proposition which, 
ten years ago, I first presented, 

Sumething, sir, must be done in that connec- 
tion. The ancient Roman laws, when the y were 


first codified, it was said, were so cumbersom 

that th y were more camel’s load. Pe 

haps that said of our statutes; but 
they are cumbersome , OXte nding to at least tenor 
eleven volumes, and also very ¢ xpensive, ‘They 
are to be found in very few public libraries even— 
very rarely in private 


than a 
cannot now be 


libraries. They ought to 
rary, and also in all the of- 
fices of lawyers throughout the country. That 
by having them reduced in size, put 


be in every public 


can be only 
into one single volume—which can be done—thus 
being easy to read and cheap to buy. 
sir, that such a work 
to the people. I believe that 
Certainly I am 
yustific d in that conclusion when IL think of my 
own State, for it is within my knowledge that the 
\ 


: 
statutes of Massachusetts, when put into a single 


i have reason » beheve, 
would be agreeable: 
the peo} le like such reading. 


. 


volume, as they now are, have, during only a very 
brief period, been purchased to the extent of more 
than ten thousand copies by the pe ople at large: 
r, that there will be no objection to this 
proposition on account of the state of the country. 
| do not forget the old saying, that the laws are 
silent amidst arms; but it seems to me that we 
may very fitly show by our example that that is 
not always the case; and it seems to me that we 
tter for the honor of the Admin- 
, Which we have heart, than to enable 
Indeed, I think 
that we should all look with pride upon our coun- 
try, if while it is engaged in wrestling with this 
T¢ arful r 


[ hope, si 


“+ 
can do nothing b 
mtration 


it to carry forward this project. 


bellion, we should also occupy ourselves 
tutes and reducing them to such 
{ ‘cessiblbe to all. 


mmaturing oursta 
form that they wil be a 


The resolution was agree d to. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr.SUMNI asked, and by 


sent obtained, leave to introduce 


unanimous con- 
a bill (S. No. 
104) to provide for the appointment of a solicitor 
of claims for the Department of State; which was 
read twice an its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. FOOT, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtaimed leave to introduce a bill (S 
No. 105) to authorize the President of the United 
States to fill up the corps of cadets at the United 
States Military Academy at West Point; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs and the.Militia. 


Mr. NESMITH asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolu- 
tion (S. No. 25) providing the mode of paying 


thi suns authorized by the act of March 2, 
1861, for settling the Washingt onand Oregon war 
debt; which was read twice by its title, ‘and re- 


ferred to the Committee on Military Affaire and 
the Militia 


Mr. McDOUGALL asked, 


and by unanimous 


consent obtained, leave to introduce abill S. No. 
106) to authorize the Supreme Court of t Uni- 
ted States to adjudicate and Nddvapon ies’ merits 
the case, now pending therein, of Pedro Chaboza 


inst the United States; whi 
oy its title, and re 


Judiciar 


ch was read twice 
ferred to the Committee on the 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
. WILSON. the following joint 
resolutions, from an House R prese 
were read twice by their ttle a referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia: 
A joint resolution (No. 16) relative to the ex- 
chang of pris ners; and 
A joint rese 


On motion of M 


ntatives, 


ution (No. 20) « xpre ssive of the 


recognition by C of the gallant and patri- 
otic services of the eadier General Nathan- 
iel Ly and the ind soldiers under his 





command at th ’ Springfield, Missouri. 
PAY OF SENATOR BINGHAM. 
Mr. DIXON. I have been instructed by the 


Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent 


Expenses of the Senate to report back joint reso- 
lution S. No. 24, directing the Se ymyt of the 
Treasury to pay to the widow of the late Hon. 
7 ei Bing yam the amount of compensation due 
to him at the time of his death. Th committee 


have instructed me to report this with the requi 


that taney be discharged from its consideration, on 


the eround that no such resolution is nec ssary, 
as the officers are prepared to pay the money at 
any time, whenevera person uthorized to receive 
it shall appear. On that pals. 58° the committee 


ask to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the resolution. 
lischarged., 
ARMY SUTLERS. 
Mr. WwW ILSON. I ask leave to submit the fol- 


T ic committee were ¢ 


lowit esolution, and if there be no objection I 
should iiss tides it considered now: I desire to 
make a brief statement in regard to it. 


ution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Inspector General, the Quartermaster 
General, and the Commissary General of Subsistence be 
y directed to intorm the Senate whatarticles, in their 


opinion, should be sold by sutlers to the volunteers of the 


United States as being necessary for the comfort of the 
soldier, and which are best adapted to the promotion of the 


interests Ol the military rvice 


Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I desire, very 
briefly, to state the reasons why [I submit this 
resolution. We have called half a million of men 
to the field to support the cause of the country. 
They are not to be permanently soldiers: they are 
cilizens, our neighbors, our friends. : 
them have left families behind them—parents, 
wives, children. It isimpoytant certainly, in the 
legislation of the country and in the administra- 
tion of the affairs of the Government, thata policy 
shall be adopted which will permit these men to 
go back to their homes morally, intellectually, and 
physically as good as when they came into the 
service of the country. 1 suppose we all agree in 
that. We all must feel that it will be an evil that 
will last for at le ast a generation, if any consider- 
able portion of the men now summoned to the 
support of the periled cause of the country shall 
be demoralized by camp life, and return to their 
homes in a condition to be a burden upon the 
country hereafter. 

Now, sir, from all quarters there comes up the 
evidence that the sutler system is demoralizing to 
the Army. The Paymaster General, a man of un- 
questioned integrity and of high character, in a 
letter addressed to mea few daysago,asks the ques- 
tion whether sutlers are necessary, and answers it 
by saying they are the prolific source of demoral- 
ization in the volunteers. Generals and other 
officers in command in the field have sent to me 
innumcrable letters in regard to the abuses exist- 
ing in the sutler’s department of the volunteers, 
and privates have warned me of the wrongs im- 
posed upon them. Having seen during this year 
certainly at least two hundred and fifty regiments 
and having visited the camps of most of the repi- 
ments in the army of the Potomac, my own ob- 
servation teaches me that the system is demoral- 
izing the Army and degrading the men. It not 
only takes from the m millions of dollars, for the 
profits of the sutlers in the army of the Potomac 
are going oh to-day at the rate of more than two 
million dollars per year—many of the regimental 
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Many of 
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sutlers are making monthly profits of from one to 
two thousand dollams, as can be oR OE by un- 
que stioned testimony—but it is the fruitful cause 
of sickness and disease. 

mony is complete. 

‘The evidence of medical men connected with t 
Army is, that it tends to sickness; of military men 
that it tends to demoralization. The sanitary 
commission, who have examined 72 question 
carefully, have unanimously passed a oe n 
that it works evil, and the y recomme * the abo- 
lition of the system. In thirty-one regiments of 
the army of the Potomac, liquors are sold b y the 
consent of officers; in one hundred and forty- 
seven, with or without their consent. In only 
twe nty-thre e regiments are they banished alto- 
gether. Lve ry mode is adopted to get liquors 
into the ¢ —, Little flasks are now made on 
which are labeled the word ** Cordials,’ in which 
brandies and whiskies are sent into the camp, 
and to get them through the examining lines, 
they are sometimes marked ** Hospital Stores.’ 
Liquors are put into kegs of butter, in barrels of 
apples, and in every somite form smuggled into 
the camps. In looking over the pay-rolls of th 
Army, I find men charged as high as nineteen do! 
lars for sutler’s stores for two months; many of 
them twelve and fifteen dollars, in violation ot 
the regulations. In more than one hundred regi- 
ments of the army of the Potomac there is no 
attempt whatever made to regulate the price 
which the sutler’s articles may be sold. Thi 
articles are often sold for two, three, and four hun- 
dred percent. Sir, this system, as any Senator 
who will examine it will ascertain, is robbing 
men of their hard earnings, demoralizing them, 
and injuring their suffering families at hom 
While this is going on, the patriotic and libera 
pe ople of thee ountry are aiding in supporting the 
fi umilie s of tens of 


Upon thid pode the testi- 


* thousands of these volunteers 
in the field, many of whom are spending nearly 
all their pey at these sutlers’ tents. These poor 
families of our brave volunteers, scattered over 
the land, implore us to save them from the blight 
ing effects of this system, which is demoralizing 
their loved ones and robbing them of bread. Pa- 
triotism, morality, and humanity,demand that we 
should act. . 1 

Now, sir, I call the attention of Congress to 
this subject for the purpose of endeavoring to get 
rid of sutlersaltogether,or correcting theirabus 
I have had no ill will towards them, and I have 
none now. Many of them are men of character, 
and deal fairly and honorably; but the system 
may be abused, and it is abused mest wickedly, 
shamefully. Sorae of these sutlers 
take issue on this point. The Paymaster Gen- 
eral told me to-day that a day or two agoa drunken 
sutler came into his office and said to him, in r ly 
to his remark that there would be some legislation 
on this subject, that it would be defeated; that 
Congress could not pass any such measures; that 
they were going to resist it. I have here a cir- 
cular sent out by these gentlemen, in view of thi 
proposed action, and | will read it to the Senate: 


Wasuineton, December, 1801. 


ropose to 


Mr. ——. 
Sutler of the 

The regiment I will not designate, but it is in 
Sickles’s brigade, to which this circular was sent— 


Sir: You will see by the following paragraph from the 
Baltimore Sun, that it is the intention of designing persons 
to have Congress abolish the office of sutier, for ulterior put 
poses; we therefore call your attention to this fact, in t 
assurance that every effort will be made to defend you in 
your rights. The object of the fund to which your attention 
is called in this circular is designed to deteat the bill alluded 
to in the following paragraph trom the Baltimore Sun. 

You will be pleased also to obtain signatures to the il 
closed petition, and forward the same to our office, together 
with the sum subscribed by yourself, or the assurance that 
you have sent it to Lewis Johnson, Esq., banker, and treas 
urer of the ** Sutier’s Defense Fund,” corner of ‘Tenth street 
and Pennsylvania avenue. 

It is suggested that the sum of twenty-five dollars from 
the sutler of each regiment would be a reasonable contri 
bution to the fund, designed for the protection of their ti 
terests. Brigade and division sutiers in proportion to Ui 
number of regiments supplied by them. 

There is no time to be lost, as every effort will be made 
by designing parties to vacate your office, armed as they ar 
with energy and means. 


Here is the petition that accompanies the cir- 
cular to which allusion is made: 
To the honorable the Senate and House uf Represent rtives 
the United States, in Congress assembled. 


We, the undersigned, officers and privates ot the —— re¢ 
iment of United States Volunteers, of the State of ———; 


do hereby respectfully petition yoyr honorable bodies, that 
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sent arrangement of the appointment of sutlers is 
etorv to us. and we desire no change of the present 

stem in the transacti business with them, believing 
that v change from the present arrangement would be 
detrimental to our inter sts, comfort, and convenience ; 
* as we do that the ** council of administration” 
of each regiment has full authority and power to redress 
vance that may arise as to the regulation of the 


office of sutier. 


the pre 


wing 


This is the extract from the Baltimore Sun to | 


which allusion is made: 

‘<'Pue Army SurTiers.—Itis stated that Senator WILSON 
has determined to introduce a bill immediately on the open- 
ing of Congress, to abolish the office of sutler in the Army. 
He has been impelled to this by reason of the extortions 
and abuses practiced upon the soldiers. In spite oi the legal 
resttiction against selling to soldiers to an amount exceed 
ing one third of their pay, it often occurs that the sutler 
presents an order on the paymaster for three quarters of the 
amouut due the soldier, while one balf thus taken is too 
common to excite remark. The prices, too, are exorbitant, 
the profits often being from two to three hundred per cent., 
and the quality of the articles furnished as bad as will be 
tolerated. Liquor, too, is often clandestinely furnished. 
The pastry and other articles of food furnished have been 
found to cause sickness. It is known that in very many 
eases the colonels of regiments are partners of the sutlers, 
the profits being so large that men are often unable to get 
the appointment on any other terms. ‘The profits of a sutler 
for a full regiment are from six to twelve thousand dollars 
a year.”’ 

The circular to the sutlers is signed “ Bryant & 
teddall, solicitors, No. 353 I street, Washington, 
D.C,” and underneath the printed circular are 
these words written: 

** Senator Witson has given notice that he will intro- 
duce a biil for the abolition of sutiers. B. & R.” 

And, sir, I am told, and told defiantly, that 
this project will be entirely defeated in Congress. 
There was an assemblage yesterday of men in- 
terested in this sutlers’ traffic to defeat this meas- 
ure before Congress. This meeting, this circular, 
this plan to raise money, to obtain petitions, this 
slanderous allegation of interested motives, all 
give evidence that the men who are engaged in 
this immense traffic, so profitable to them and so 
pernicious to our forces in the field, mean to exert 
all their vast power to defeat any action in Con- 
gress that shall tend to lessen their gains. I trust 
in God, sir, that Senators and Representatives will 
care more for the welfare of the poor soldiers now 
fighting the battles of the country and their wives 
and little ones at home than for the interests of 
these men, who follow the Army to increase their 
own Let us do our duty to our country, 
to its defenders, and to those at their homes de- 
pendent upon the hard-earned pay of the soldiers 
of the Republic. 

Sir, some action is necessary; the discipline of 
the Army, the good of the volunteers themselves, 
the interests of their suffering families, the good 
of the country demand that Congress should cor- 
rect these abuses—either cut them up altogether 
and supply their places, as I think may be done; 
or if not, than decide what they shall sell, and 
have the articles priced, and priced by men that 
cannot be influenced by them in any way what- 
ever. The proposition now pending is, to ask the 
Inspector General, the Paymaster General, the 
Quartermaster General,and the Commissary Gen- 
eral to examine and to report what, in their judg- 
ment, sutlers may sell for the good of the soldier 
and for the interest of the country. Then, when 
we have that list before us, if the place of sutler 
can be supplied from the commissary and quarter- 
master’s department, without putting too great a 
burden on the country, I hope we shall do away 
with the class altogether; if not, I hope we shall 


gains 
rains. 


attempt to regulate it in some mode that shall cor- 
rect the abuses that exist to-day to a fearful ex- 
I am sure that if Senators will examine the 


tent. 


subject, they will be surprised and amazed at the 
abuses that are perpetrated by this sutler system 


among the volunteers of the country. I say noth- | 


ing as to the regular Army. The officers of the 


regular Army know how to deal with these mat- 
ters, and I suppose the sutlerships in the regular 
Army are generally very well regulated, and I do 
But for the half mil- 


not propose to touch them. 
lion of volunteers brought into the service of the 


country, under officers that have little experience, 
I hope we shall have wise and beneficent legisla- 


tion. 


and can pro 


under what law they are created. I have looked 
through the laws and the Art y regulations, and 
cannot discover any authority for their appoint- 

to know how we come to 


ment. I should like 
ned onus. The 


u 
have such officers as those faste 
Senator 1s intorm« din re¢ rard to military matters, 
bably tell us. 

Mr. WILSON. lam constrained to say to the 
Senator from lowa that I cannot answer his ques- 
tion. 1 do not know. Like him,! have searched 
for **the law and the testimony,’’ and have not 


| been able to find it. 


Mr. GRIMES. 
the office exists. 


Mr. HARRIS. 


We have the testimony that 


Mr. Pi 


esident, l am not will- 


ing to allow this opportunity to pass of expre ssing | 


my gratification that the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs has brought this im- 
portant subject to the attention of the Senate. In 
my judgment, it is one of the most important 
subjects that the Senate will have to consider at 
this session. lam not prepared to go into the 
d have been mentioned by the Senator 
from Massachusetts; but Il have obtained inform- 
ation enough on this subject to satisfy me that 
this is a most crying evil. I am satisfied, from 
the information [ have obtained, that the sutlers 
| connected with the regiments of volunteers upon 
an average take from the soldiers one third of 
their monthly pay, and that they are making from 
the soldiers a net profit of not much, if anything, 
short of a thousand dollars a month in each regi- 
ment; and for this the soldiers get but very little 
benefit. It is a subject that involves the interests 
| of humanity; it involves deeply the well-being of 
our Army, and the interests of our country too; 
for we are obliged to support the families of those 
whose earnings are thus taken away by a set of 
men who are acting under authority in receiving 
their earnings. Now, sir, I would not denounce 
as a body these sutlers. I have no doubt that 
| there are honest and conscientious men among 
| them; but the arrangement of this system of sut- 
lership is such as t@ present too great tempta- 
tions for wronging the soldier. 

I confess I have not matured any plan on the 
subject myself, but in my judgment the whole 
system of sutlership should be promptly abol- 
ished, and I believe that the little supplies which 

are really needed, that are now furnished by sut- 
lers, might ve ry well be supplied by the quarter- 
master of the regiment, or, if not by him, we might 
| allow him an extra clerk for the purpose of fur- 
nishing those supplies. At any rate, the present 
system is not to be endured. I think the Senator 


etails which 


from Massachusetts is entitled to the thanks of 


the country for the vigilance with which he is 
pushing this thing, and | hope he will go on until 


he gets this system entirely abolished. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
RETIREMENT OF OFFICERS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution sub- 
mitted yesterday by the Senator from Michigan 
[Mr. Cuanp.er] comes up regularly at this time 
for consideration. It will be read. 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
| Militia be directed to inquire into the expediency of ap 

pointing a joint committee of the two Houses of Congress, 

who shall have power to retire any improper or incompe 
tent officer of the Army or Navy, with or without pay. 


Mr. WILSON. 
of the resolution. 
object is. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
inquiry; that is all. 
question. 


I think itis a very important 


the subject. 


The VICE PRESIDENT put the question; and 


| declared that the noes appeared to prevail. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I will call for the yeas and 


nuys. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


to incompetent and improper officers. 


I did not attend to the reading 
I should like to know what its 


It is a mere resolution of 


I do not know that the mode suggested 
in it is the best; but some action must be taken on 


Mr. CHANDLER. I think « very Senator will 
admit that some action should be taken in regard 
It is very 


well known that when you order a board of mil- 
| itary officers for the purpose of retiring incompe- 

tent officers, the oldest men in the service are put 
| on that board. I understand that the chairman 
of one of the boards for retiring officers is eighty 
years old, and of course no man under eighty 
would be considered incompetent to perform mil- 


Mr. GRIMES. I want to ask the Senator a 
question. A reference has been made by the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts (or it is in the papers 
which he has read) to division and brigade sut- 
lers. I should like to know from the Senator by 
what authority such officers have been sapelaned, 


> 
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itary duty by such a board. By the ordinary 
method, we cannot reach the men who are really 
of no benefit to the service. 

I do not know whether the course of acti 
posed by me, through a ji committee of C 
rress, 18 the best course that can be pursued. 
object merely Is to refer the matter to the C 
mittee on Military Affairs for their examination 
and report. I see no objection to it. T hope the 
inquiry, at least, will be made, and I trust that 
some means will be devised for getting rid of 
incompetentand improper officers. We never can 
prosecute this war to a successful issue until we 
do. Why, sir, am informed that a very large 
number of your generals in command to-day have 
more sympathy with the enemy than they have 
with the loyal cause. Officers holding generals’ 
commissions call this “*a damned black re pub 
lican war,’’ and actually express their sympathy 
with the enemy. I want to get rid of that kind of 
officers. The man who uses such language is an 
improper officer to be in command of your Army, 
and yet it has been reported to me over and over 
and over again that there are such men. I want 
to get rid of incompetent and improper officers, 
and I want to devise some way to get rid of them 
promptly. You never will prosecute this war to 
a successful termination until you get men In 
command who mean to save the country at all 
hazards. 

Mr. CARLILE. Mr. President, the remarks 
of the Senator from Michigan have satisfied me 
that this resolution should not pass. I understand 
that at the last 
was passed providing for a board of examiners, 
who were clothed with the power to dismiss from 
the service any incompetent officers; but | under 
stand the Senator from Michigan as looking to 
further action, and he proposes a committee of 
Congress who shall have power to discharge from 
the military service of the country whoever they 
may choose to designate as unfit for that service. 


rt 
rine 


m- 


session of this Congress a law 


Congress is generally composed of politicians, 
and it may be that through the intervention of the 
means looked to in this resolution, you would 
carry the political opinions of a majority of Con- 
gress into the military service of the country, and 
that each and every officer differing in political 
opinion from that majority would be retired from 
the public service in a military capacity. I think, 
sir, that the provision which is contained in the 
law passed at the summer session of this body, 
if executed, will answer all the exigencies of the 
service and may result in good, while | know 
that this can do nothing but injury to the cause 
of our country. Sir, the purpose which seems to 
be avowed here, that the Congress of the United 
States shall take contro] of the military service of 
the country, strikes me as impolitic, and it will 
be detrimental to the public service if it be per- 
sisted in. Let Congress provide the ways and 
means for the prosecution of the war, and leave 
to the military its execution. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I ask the Senator from 
Michigan, by the unanimous consent of the Sen- 
ate, to amend his resolution in a manner which I 
think will free it from any objection on constitu- 
tional grounds, and at the same time may open 
the way to the inquiry which the Senator thinks 
necessary. My suggestion is to amend it, by 
striking out the clause with reference to a joint 
committee of Congress, and simply instruct the 
Committee on Military Affairs to inquire into the 
expediency of providing a more efficient mode of 
retiring incompetent or improper officers in the 
Army. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I accept that. 
quite as satisfactory as the other. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That modification 
will be made, if there be no objection. The Chair 
hears none. 

Mr.COLLAMER. I presume that in that form 
no Senator will have any objection to the resolu- 
tion, and therefore the yeasand nays need not be 
taken. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
the yeas and nays. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
read the resolution as it has been modified. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia be directed to inquire into the expediency of provid- 
ing a more efficient mode of retiring any improper or incoin- 
petent officer of the Army or Navy, with or without pay. 


That is 


I withdraw the call for 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
rehies with the unanimous consent of the 
> te. may withdraw the call for th yeas and 


The Chair hears 


in, 
Is there any objections 


The resolution, as modified, ed to. 


was agre 
EXPULSION OF A SENATOR. 

FOOT. I offered a re the other 
day for the expulsion of a member of this’ body. 
It isa highly privileged question, and I call for 
jis consideration at this time. 

Che VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont calls for the consideration of 
It will be read. 

The Secretary read the resolution submitted by 


Mr. olution 
| 


his reso- 


hution. 


Mr. oot on the 10th inst., whi i 18 as follows: 

Resolved, That Watpo P. Jounson, a Senator from the 
State of Missouri, by his sympathy with, and participation 
in, the rebellion against the Government otf the United 
States, has been guilty of conduct incompatible with his 
duty and station as a Senator; and that he be therefor, and 
hereby is, expelled trom the Senate of the United States. 

Mr. FOOT. Mr. President, I believe it is a 
matter of public notoriety that Mr. Jounson, a 
Senator from Missouri, is in sympathy and in 
direct comy licity with the sec sionists of hisown 


ind other southern States. e am informed in fact, 


from areliable source, by a ge ntleman of hich 
position, character, and standing, residing in St. 
Lous, that Mr. Jounson Is at this time in com- 
mission and in command in the rebelarmy. As 
further evidence of his sympathy and coéperation 
with the rebellion against the Government, I will 
ask the Clerk to read an extract from a speech 
made by Mr. Jounson some time ago in the State 
of Missouri, and published in the St. Louis News, 
which, I think, will settle the question to the sat- 
isfaction of every member of the body. 
The Secretary read, as follows: 
[From the St. Louis Evening News, May 24.] 
sect mn Speech of Judze Johnson Feeling in the South 
west 
SrocktTon, MIssouri. Mey 1, 1861. 
ludge Jounson spoke at t place yesterday Ile said 
the honor and safety of Missouri demanded her speedy 
un withthe southern contederacy. She would never 
( ule herself by tolerating an * armed ne utrality.’ But 
i the influence of States that hung out blue lights for the 
enemy in the Revolution, Maryland would never aid in the 
ubjugation of her sister slave States Governor Hicks 
wi 1 quasi friend of Lincotn, would force Maryland into 
a tratricidal war with ber triend In view of the corrup 
tion that pervades every department of the Federal Govern 
m nd the fact thatitis controlled by inveterate enemies 
ot uthern institutions, he hoped that no citizen of Cedar 
eounty was so degraded, so lost to —— and everything 
that was noble, as to cast his vote against an ordinance of 
sion Not to be a secessioni ti is to be a disgraceful ad 
’ f f negro equality; and if a man was present who 
entertained such a principle, he wanted him to hold his 


head up that his ambrotype might be taken and sent through 
out the land with the inscription, “*.4 man with a white 


hut has a nigger’s heart.’ The citizens of Cedar had 


always sustained him, (?) and bad aided in placing him in 
the responsible position of United States Senator—the next 
highest office in the gitt of the American people; and this 
mark of respect induced him to believe that they would 


continue to sustain him 
Fellow-citizens, rally to the 
State trom Black Republicanism. 


| 


rescue of your 
Lay vour hands 


adopted 
on your 


hearts, and vote for an ordinance of secession. I know 
you are not in favor of regarding the woolly-headed, thick- 
lipped, ivory-toothed, black * nigger” as your equal. Do not 
take the position of ** policy”? Orr. No, never! The gen- 


Heman by my side (alluding, 
ford, 


l suppose, to Colonel Craw 
who preceded him with a strong secession speech) told 


me he was glad a good Democratic vote killed his when he 
voted for Orr if a man was present who voted for Orr, 
he invoked God to pardon the dreadful crime. Governa 
Jackson bad elicited the admiration of every patriot by his 
patio onduct in retusing to respond to the requisition 
of Lincoln. He tavored the passage, by the Legislature, ot 
an ordinance of secession, and submitting it to the people 
for ratification 

His speech was enthusiastically received by secession 
ists; but by the Union men, it was received with indigna 
tion. Mr. Jounson observing this, observed that he did not 
intend his language as personal. He would wound the feel 
ings of no man. Ue considered every man a friend of the 


South, 


he 


and willing to fight tor he 
expressed himself otherwise. 
Mr. FOOT. The question upon this resolution, 
I take it, Mr. President, as a matter of necessity, 
must be taken by yeas eh nays, it re quiring a 
two-thirds vote for the expulsion of a member 
from*this body, and that fact must appear on the 


runtil, by words or actions, 


Z. 


re ord, 

Mr. SAULSBURY. There is no doubt, sir, 
that Judge Jounson has been guilty at least of 
aiding the so-called confederates, and that it is 
rood s rround for expulsion from the Senate of the 
Ui ited States; but I take it that the Senate of the 
United States should not assume to expel a mem- 


ber from this body without, at least, some evi- 


The Senator from | 


detice that he has been guilty of something unbe- 
coming the character of aSenator. Idonotknow 
myself an d 
Judge Jounson has done anything disloyal 
Government or not. All I ¢: an say is, 
he was in the Senate of the 
among us here, 


have 
to the 
that while 
United States sitting 
I do not believe there was a Sen- 


no reason to know, epee a 


ator upon this floor that ever heard him utter a | 
word of approval cither of the contemplated se- | 
cession of his own State or of the secession of 


any other State from the Union; and the only evi- 
dence now furnished to the Senate for his expul- 
sion rumor, or what is worse, that 
which ined in a letter said to have been 
published in a paper in Missouri. “Sir, it may 
turn out that these rumors and these 
are not true; and then the Senate of the United 
States would have expelled perhaps an innocent 
man. I move 
the Committee on the Judiciary, to inquire whether 
Judge Jounson has been cuilty of any act of dis- 
loyalty to the Government of the United States, 
or unbecoming a Senator. 

Mr. FOOT. 
the reference 
the facts upon which it is predicated. 
dence is satisfactory to my mind; if i 
that of other Senators, I have no objection to the 
reference. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. 
my purposes, the 
Vermont is satisfactory and sufficient evidence; 
but this is 
made of the causes that impel our action. 


suggest, 


seems to be 


is conta 


of 


Mr. President, for all 


I would 
therefore, that the subject be referred to 


Statements | 


the reference of the resolution to | 


I shall interpose no objection to | 
f this resolution for inquiry as to | 
The evi- | 
t is not to 


statement of the Senator from | 


a grave matter, and a record should be | 


a select committee, of which the Senator from | 


Vermont shall be chairman. 
better, when we undertake to expel a Senator 
from this floor, that it should be done in exact 
form, and for spec ial reasons prope rly prese nted. 
It does not belong to the Judiciary Committee; I 
think it belongs to a special committee. | should 


like to see the Senator from Vermont chairman of 
that committee; [ wish to have no participation in 
itmyself. I can say to the gentleman, however 


—and I will s: ay it now—that at the last session, 
before the adjournment in August, I thought that 
Mr. Jounson discoursed treason here onthis floor. 
I expressed that opinion to gentlemen, although 


I think it would be | 
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mittee for the Senate to pass upon it just as it 
stands. I am oppos d, therefore, toa re ference, 
I can see no positive ood that will result from it; 
on the contrary, I think I can see some e ane 
ment to result from it. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. The resolution offered | by 
the Senator from Vermont is perfectly unexcep- 
tionable if its statements be correct. If Mr. Joun- 
son has been guilty ofany act disloyal to the Gov- 
ernment, I for one am prepared to vote for his 
exp ulsion: and I am ready to vote for the e xpul- 
sion of any other Senator who has been guilty of 
likeconduct. My objectis not to shield Mr. Joun- 
son. To-day, for the first time, I have heard that 
he is an officer in the rebel army. I hever heard 
ituntil thismorning. I never heard of that speech 
until it was read from the desk by the Secretary, 

We all know how easy it is for letter-writers to 
cast abroad throughout the country charges of 
disloyalty against men who are much more loyal 
than themselves. Why, sir, a similar accusation 
was made against a late Senator on this floor that 
he, too, was leading a regiment of rebels in Mis- 
souri;and yet there was not one word of truth in it, 

It may turn out that Mr. Jounson, who, until very 

recently, | understand, was sojourning with his 
family in Western Virginia, is just as innocentas 
any Senator on this floor. There has not been one 
particle of evidence presented to the Senate of the 
disloyalty of this gentleman. You would not con- 
victthe meanest free negro in the United States of 
any offense in any court upon such te stimony as 
this; and yet, sir, it is proposed by the solemn 


| action of the Senate to expel a member from this 


I had no occasion to present it for the consider- | 


ation of the Senate. I move a reference of the 
resolution to a select committee, with the under- 
standing that I do not seek a place on that com- 
mittee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
wil] be on the re fe rence to a standing committee. 
That failing, the Senator’s motion will be in order 
to refer to a select committee. 

Mr. H{IARRIS. IL hope that this motion to refer 
will not prevail. I can see no good to flow from 
it. 
pare d to vote upon the main que stion. I suppose 
there is information enough in reference to the 
present position of the Senator named in the res- 
olution, to enable every Senator to make up a 
satisfac Mek judgement as to his present condition. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Will the Senator allow 
me? My motive is only to make up the record 
here. The Senator from New York understands 
all about records. I think our record would be 
more deliberately made up if we acted upon the 
report of a committee. 

Mr. HARRIS. It is generally understood, no 
one doubts the fact, that this gentleman is now an 
officer in the rebel army. It has been repeatedly 
stated in the public prints, and never contradicted. 
Here is the report of a speech, in perfect corre- 
spondence with that 


Mr. McDOUGALL 


The first question 





Allow me to say to the 
Senator that | do not know that Mr. Jounson 
holds an office in the rebel army. I know what 
his conduct was on this floor, but since that time I 
have not been informed in regard to him. 

Mr. HARRIS. Here is the report of a speech 
made by him, in perfect accordance with his posi- 
tion as it is now understood. Suppose, sir, this 


reference should prevail, and this resolution should | 


be sent to the Judiciary or any other Committee 
what will that committee be able to do? They 
will simply report back the state of facts which is 
pe rfectly well understood by the Senate now. It 
is evident that the Judiciary Committee can give 
no new light to the Senate on this subject. The 
question will be returned by the Judiciary Com- 


body upon less evidence than you would require 
to convict the humblest person within the limits 
of the United States of any offense against any 
law. My object is not to shield Mr. Jonnson if 
he has been guilty of any act unbecoming a Sen- 
ator, if he has done any disloyal act; but to expel 
Senators upon rumor, upon accusations lightly 
made, and without the power on the part of the 
accused of disproving them, is certainly a novel, 
and it may become a very dangerous exercise of 
power. These things are to become precedents; 
and hereafter, in the revolutions of political par- 


| ties, it may be said that some Senator entertains 
| a wrong sympathy or has done some act disqual- 


ifying him for a seat on this floor,and your record 
will be referred to as ane xample of the very shght 
causes which have heretofore influenced the Sen- 


| ateof the United States in the exercise of this high, 


I believe that every Senator present is pre- 1 


but very delicate and responsible power. 

Mr. FOOT. Let the resolution be referred. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion to refer the resolution to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, with the instructions desig- 
nated by the Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I understand that the posi- 
tion of the Senator from Missouri is well known 
to the country at large, through the ordinary chan- 
nels ofpubliccommunications. Iflrecollectaright, 
it is stated that as early as May last Senator J onn- 
son delivered the speech that wasattributed to him, 
and that speech found its way into the public news- 
papers. I understand also that it is publicly 
declared that he is a leader in the rebel army. 

These facts thus declared, without contradiction 


| on the part of any one, are sufficient to influence 


my vote. Were hea true and loyal man, he would 
have been the first man here at the first hour of 
the commencement of this session, to give the lie 
to so foulacharge. He is not here; nor has he 
a friend to answer or speak fog him. The Sena- 
tor from Delaware says you would not convict a 
person of the smallest charge before a jury upon 
evidence like this. Sir, we are not now before a 
jury trying a jury cause; we are not now before a 
jury of twelve men to settle a matter of dollars 
and cents; but we are before a jury of our coun- 
trymen and the world at large, and we are called 
upon to respond whether we will deliberate and 
investigate with the nice technical accuracy © fa 
petit-jury trial upon a question of this kind. The 
evidence of the publication, the evidence of the 
public rumor, the evidence of the want of contra- 
diction, the evidence furnished by his absence 
upon an occasion when his innocence would have 
spontaneously caused him to be here at the earlicst 
moment, is satisfactory to my mind. 

Nor doI believe it can ever become a precedent, 
as the Senator from Delaware supposes. I trust 
in God’s name there never will be an occasion for 
which this will furnish a precedent. I trust we 
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shall never have a rebellion flaunting its flag over 
one third of the area of this country in time to 
come: and if we should, after the settlement of 
this question in the way which I hope we shall 
settle it, I trust in Heaven this will be a precedent 
to eject from this Chamber, or the Chamber of the 
other branch of Congress, any man who for months 
has had an aspersion of this kind uttered against 
his character, and neither appears himself to deny 
it, nor sends a man here to deny it in his behalf. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Asto the thingto bedone, 
I suppose there is no difference between myself 
and the Senator from Vermont, or the Senator 
from New Jersey; but I do think that it becomes 
the Senate, in transacting this grave business, to 
do it with regard to some rule. There is no oc- 
casion certainly for haste. There is, [ think, no 
dispute about the facts. I will undertake to pre- 
sume to correct the Senator from New Jersey. 
We are not before a jury of our country; we are 
the jury ourselves, and we have got to enter our 
conclusion on the record, and we want the proper 
facts before us, in proper form. If the Senate 
cannot take the trouble to make a proper record, 
in the proper form, on the grave matter of determ- 
ining whether a man has been guilty of treason, 
and therefore unfit to occupy a place on this floor; 
if we cannot take time to inquire into that and 
place iton record, the haste must be great, the 
enemy must, indeed, be at our gate. I have no 
doubt about the sufficiency of the testimony in 
this case. I had no doubt, as Senators know, upon 
the same question during the extra session of Con- 
gress, and I proposed to move in the matter then; 
but | would then have sought to do it formally, 
so that the record should be made up properly, 
for it is a precedent, and in the course of time we 
do notknow how many occasions there may be-to 
invoke iton one side or the other. I say, there- 
fore, that wisdom indicates that this proceeding 
should be done with form, and that the facts should 
be reported to the Senate from some committee. 
1 take the statement of the Senator from Vermont 
as satisfactory to me; but I want it made so that 
it shall be recorded properly for the country. I 
want a report from some committee, saying that 
these things are true, and that therefore the reso- 
lution should pass. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion of the Senator from Delaware to refer 
this resolution to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
with the instructions indicated by him. : 

The motion was agreed to. 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 

On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 


Ordered, ‘That when the Senate adjourn to-day, it be to 


meet on Monday next. 
REFERENCE OF THE MESSAGE. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I move that 


so much of the President’s message as relates to 
the construction of a railroad from some point in 
Kentucky, to touch the railroad running through 
Eastern ‘Tennessee, and thence to North Caro- 
lina, be referred to a select committee of three, to 
be appointed by the President of this body. 1 
presume there will be no objection to this motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 
EFFICIENCY OF THE NAVY. 

The hour having arrived for the consideration 
of the special order of the day, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill (S. Noe. 82) to further promote the effi- 
ciency of the Navy. 

It provides that whenever the name of any 
naval officer now in the service, or who may here- 
after be in the service of the United States, shall 
have been borne on the Naval Register forty years, 
he shall be retired from active service, and his 
name entered on the retired list of officers of the 
grade to which he belonged at the time of his 
retirement; and the President may assign any 
such retired officer to shore duty, he receiving the 
full shore pay of his grade while so employed. 

It further proposes to authorize the President 


to detail from the retired list of the Navy for | 


the comrnand of squadrons and single ships such 
officers as he may believe the good of the service 
oer to be thus placed in command; and such 
officers may, if upon the recommendation of th: 


President of the United States they receive a 
vote of thanks of Congress for their services and 
gallantry in action against an enemy, be restored 


to the active list, and not otherwise. The Pres- 
ident is also to have authority to select any officer 
for the grades of captain or commander in the 
Navy, and assign him to the command of a 
squadron with the rank and title of a * flag offi- 
cer;’’ and any officer thus assigned is to have the 
same authority and receive the same obedience 
from the commanders of ships in his squadron 
holding commissious of an older date than his, 
that he would be entitled to receive were his com- 
mission the oldest. 

It further authorizes the Secretary of the Navy 
to cause two hundred ** medals of honor’’ to be 
prepared, with suitable emblematic devices, to be 
bestowed upon such petty officers, seamen, lands- 
men, and marines, as shall most distinguish them- 
selves by their gallantry in action and other sea- 
manlike qualities during the present war; and the 
sum of $1,000 is proposed to be appropriated for 
this purpose. The bill also declares that 
hours of labor in the navy-yards of the United 
States shall be the same as in the private ship- 
yards at the post where a navy-yard is estab- 
lished, and the wages to be paid to employés in 
the yards shall be the average price paid to em- 
ployés in private ship-yards in the same vicinity. 

The Committee on Naval Affairs reported the 
bill with certain amendments. The first amend- 
ment of the committee was in line two, of section 
three, to insert after the word ‘*States,”’ the 
words ** by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate,’’ so that it will read: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, 'That the President of 
the United States, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, shall have the authority to detail from the re 
tired list of the Navy for the command of squadrons and 
single ships such officers as he may believe that the good 
of the service requires to be thus placed in command, &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was in 
line four, of section eight, after the word ‘* to,’’ 
to insert the word ‘‘all.’”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was in 
line five, of the same section, after the words 
‘shall be,’’ to insert the words ** as near as may 
be.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to 

The next amendment of the committee was in 
line six, of the same section, to insert, after the 
word ‘‘employés,’’ the words ‘‘of the same 
grade.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The n- xt amendment of the committee was to 


| atid, at the end of the same section, the following 
words: ‘**to be determined by the commandant of | 
the navy-yard.”’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Section cight, as amended, reads as follows: 


Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the hours of labor 
in the navy-yards of the United States shall be the same as 


| in the private ship-vards at the port where such navy-yard 


is established, and the wages to be paid to all employés in 
such yards shall be, as near as may be, the average price 
paid to employés of the same grade in private ship-yards in 


| the same vicinity, to be determined by the commandant of 


the navy-yard. 

Mr. GRIMES. There are two or three typo- 
graphical errors that need correction. In the third 
line of the fourth section, the word ** for’? should 
be ** from:’’ so as to read: 

That the President of the United States shall have au 
thority to select any officer from the grades of captains, &c. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. That correction 
will be made if there is no objection. 
hears none. 

Mr. GRIMES. In the third line of the fifth 


section, the word *‘ this’? should be * their;’’ so 


| that it will read: 


That all officers retired under the provisions of this act 
shall receive the retired pay of their grade. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That modification 
will be made if there is no objection. The Chair 
hears none. 

Mr. GRIMES. Mr. President, the necessity 
of a reform in the Navy, b 
enterprising officers shall be substituted for the 
old and unseaworthy, seems to be admitted by all. 
The experience of every naval service in the world 
shows that old officers, however valuable they 


may be for counsel and for shore duty, are gen- | 


erally incompetent to perform the arduous duties 
of a captain or commander of a fleet in times 
of active hostilities. In times of peace, when 
their ships have the full complement of a captain, 
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lieutenants, masters, passed midshipmen, and 
midshipmen, and when their daty does not re- 
quire them to appear upon deck except when the 
sun shines and the seais smooth, these old gentle- 
men may fulfill all of the purposes of their office; 
but in times like these, when the line of the ser 
vice is so reduced that but one lieutenant can be 
allowed to a ship, instead of five or six, as for 
merly, it is not reasonable to expect that they can 
endure all the privations and hardships that their 
positions as commanders would demand of them. 
More is required of a naval than of a military 
The naval officer must contend 
against the elements as well as against the pub- 
lie enemy. His command is always, to a great 
extent, independent of others; and he must rely, 
ina great measure, upon his own ship for his 
means of attack and defense. He must be a 







t 0 ch sailor, a skillful navigator and gunner; 
he™ust have enterprise and courage; he must 


have the power to inspire his crew with confi 
dence; and in order to have these qualifications, 
he must have a clear head and a sound body 
Some old officers possess all of these qualities in 
an eminent degree, and such will be recalled to 
the service. The country cannot spare any man 
who is really fit for efficient, active duty; and 
therefore this bill makes provision for the resto 
rationof such. But there are many who tread the 
deck with a feeble step, and the country requires 
that all such should give place to younger men. 
Their claims, based upon long-continued service, 
must give way before the necessities of the coun 
try. 

This bill proposes to retire all persons who have 


| been in the service more than forty years, upon 


the annual pay of $1,738 each, thus disposing of 
all the captains in the. service. Their present 
leave or waiting orders pay is $3,000 each; the 
diminution of expenses will therefore be to the 
Government $1,268 for each captain who may not 
hereafter be assigned to duty, either ashore o1 

afloat. Some of the captains who will be retired 
under the first section of the bill are very compe- 
tent officers, and will doubtless be immediately 
assigned to duty again; while a large majority of 
them are believed to be incompetent for the ardu- 
ous duties of the blockade. If so, and the chief 
of the Department must judge of that, it is obvi 

ously unjust that they should be quietly and 
safely drawing their large pay of $3,000 a year at 
home, while their juniors in rank, and receiving 
a much smaller pay, shall be performing all the 
service afloat. 

The second and third sections of the bill provids 
for the temporary restoration and employment of 
such old officers as may be deemed qualified for 
duty, with the full pay of their respective ranks; 


| and the third section contains a provision that any 


one of them who, upon the recommendation of 


| the President, shall receive a vote of the thanks of 


Congress for gallantry in action, may be restored 
to the active list. This provision was intended 


| as an incentive to deeds of noble daring, and as a 


reward for their performance. 

The fourth section declares that the President 
may select any officer from the grades of captain 
and commander, and assign him to the command 
of a squadron, with the rank and title of ** flag 


|| officer,”’ and requires obedience to his orders on 


the part of commanders of vessels in his squad 
ron the dates of whose commissions are olde: 
As the law now stands, seniority cor 
fers rank. The officer holding the oldest com- 
mission in a squadron commands it. Under tli 


| present rule, if itis believed that an officer hold 


ing a younger commission than others in a squad- 
| ron is the proper person to command it, and it is 
known that the senior officers are perfectly com- 
| petent to command their ships; yet, in order to 
secure the proper man to command the squadron, 
all these senior officers must be detached from 
their ships, and officers junior to the flag officer 
put in command of them, and thus the country 
deprived of the services of many valuable com- 
manders of ships. The present law proceeds upon 
the idea that all officers are qualified to command 
squadrons, while the fact is well known that 
| many of them who are excellent yard officers, 
and skillful commanders of single ships, are per- 
fectly incompetent to command and maneuver a 
fleet. This section is designed to obviate the dif- 
ficulty growing out of the present law and the 
| present naval lex non seripta on this subject, and 





@2 THE CONGRES: 


to give to the Nav ven to the Army, ai 
1 avail elf of merit 
. nd. 

Q ve ds no explanat It sim- 
y t cl ry ol N y to usé 
two} i fhono to | I k, and 
{ \ m upon ich petty on I S rs, 
nad ‘shall mostd ! lves 
ntry in action and by other’ seamanlike 
‘his will furnish a great stimulus to 
riion on their part, It i less to at mp 
tablish any rule by which t men in the 
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‘ nol i Vari I i yards on th 
ibject e power 1 nferred by the bill upon 
Lhe ommandant of ird to as tain th iver- 
we, as nea is may be nd t i ish tl rule 
shall prevail within his own perintendency. 
Il have no doubt ther re many who have served 


their country long and faithfully, who believe that 
provisions of this bill are unjust in its appli- 


eation to them. Lik most old men, they fancy 


that at sixty or seventy years of age they have 
all the energy, activity, and ent rprise of their 
you hey will clai re merit on account 
of their superior experience, forgetting that the 
seca service of very ft w of them has been ¢reater 
than that of even the older heute: tson the li Le 
and that men, when they pa a rtain period of 
heir lives, are quite as lik ly to forget the past 
as to acquire new ideas and new resources for the 
future, Pensacola, Norfolk, and the disaster (for 
itcan i called not ing eise) at the mouth of the 
Miss sippl, have taug] tus a valuable k on on 
this subject,and it would be well for us to heed it. 

But this will be unjust to no one. It provides 
for placing every man on duty who is fit for it, 

th the fullpay of his grade, lt simply, in this 
respect, confers upon the younger officers, who 


are compelled to do the work without rank and 


without the pay that corres} ls to their labor, 
+} , i the a delist , nd with it: 
the rank and the pay that do correspond with 1t; 
nd it does justice to the country by retiring the 
and effete oficers upon a little more than half 
pay, wut which is fully ad juate to their Support, 
and by giving warm blood and new life and en- 

ere’y to ist ortan by in hot i rvi¢ 

: ' 
surely, sir, thet nt to | no ob) mn to 
that provision of which author 3 the 
P 7 } } a? . 1 | 
resident to sel tanh omcerti Th) Lile Wo high- 
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est grades of offi Phe high u iteres 


require that this be allowed, and allowed at once. 


The organization of the Navy at present js anal- 


ogous to that of a regim in the Army without 
field officers, the oldestcaptain commanding when- 
ever the companies might be consolidated ina 
body. lt would ve qguitea urd tloorganize awhok 
army upon su tha plan, gy rthe command of it 
to that captain whose | i Was nearest the flood; 
yet the Navy is organ 1 4 1 pre isely tha 
plan. The bill now unde: s ration, if passed 
into alaw, willabolish this hoary-beaded absurd- 

y, and give to the President an opportunity to 
select, as the commanders of our fleets, men inthe 
prime of life, with minds and bodies in their fall 


viror. 

i by no means say that this bill contains the 
best provisions for the efficiency of the naval ser- 
Doubtless a few months’ 
experience may suggest some important modifica- 
tions of it. It is not exactly as I would have it 
myself were | the sol judge of the matter; and | 
do not commit ry ( 


vice thatecan be devise d. 


Iftoa persistent t adherence to 


is ; the ze st 


measure that can be matured and agreed upon at 
this time, and h I vote for it. 

Mi rs \LI Tl bill,asithas | en reported 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs, had the 
unanimous assent of the committee; and I sup- 
pose nobody will di it from its general charac- 
teristics now; but I am constrained to say thata 


f] tion with some officers 
the Na vho stand very high in the public 
confiden i ie induced me to doubt whether the 
period that we have fixed in this bill for retiring 
licers is not a little too Stringent. It} proposes 
that everybody whose name hi is been forty years 
on th N; V yR r} 


The general aver 


‘ 
U1 


shall be retired absolut ly. 
age at which young men 


i? 
enter the Naval Acad my is fifteen years; and 
this bill would retire every officer of the Navy 


the a of fil y-fiv , provid they entered at that 
gveneralage, It would retire to-day Captain Du- 
pont, who has been | ger upon the list than that, 


Mr. Goldsb yrrouch, and ve ry soon after Mr. 
Foot, who has not been quite forty, but over 


} l } - 


thirty-nine years on the list—three of the best 
I understand that in the French navy they re- 
tire atthe age of sixty-two, s ven years later than 
is pro ed here. The Secretary of the Navy 
ommends that officers be retired after having 
een forty-five years on thi naval list. I have 


thought, ast is a pretty radical measure—and 
I have no doubt, in its general features, a measur 
that is eminently required for the public service— 
that it would be a little more in consonance with 
the views of the public to modify it a little, and 
instead of reculating the time at which an officer 
of th Navy ould | retired according to the 
neriod he had been onthe N val Register, it would 


be better to fix an age, the number of vears that 
he has lived. I hav thor rit thatac ympromise 
ubiect would better 
meet the expectations of the public 
tial justice, as this isa beginning, by substituting 
SIXty- five years of are, instead of any pe riod on 
the Naval Register. 
It has been suggested by some in consultation 
it dificult to ascertain precisely the 
age of these officers, because, until a very late 
period, they have not been required to give in their 
ages at the time they were appointed; but I think, 
| t ly,there will be no creat difficulty in that 
he Secretary of the Navy could require 
every officer of the Navy to state on honor what 
his age was, and then a record 


~and do essen- 


could be made pl 
it. 1 believe now they are required to give it. 
Though I shall vote for this bill whether this 


amendment be adopted or not, because I think 
is one that the public n cessity eminently requires, 
I think as we are making a beginning, it will bi 


to strike so hard a blow as it 
will be to say that every officer who has been forty 
years on the Register shall be retired. That would 
retire eve ry officer at fifty-five . [presume a ma- 
jority of the Senate are fifty-five years of age; or, 


a little too radical 


if they are not, they will be Hert soon. It is trae 
there is a saving clause left by which the Presi- 


dent may put these gentlemen ‘upon duty; still I 
think it would be better, in the first ee: not 
to strike so mii la blow; and therefore I will 
move to strike out from the first section the third, 
fourth, and fifth lines, and the word ** years’’ in 
the sixth line, and substitute in lieu thereof: 
That every naval officer sixty-five years of age shall be 
retired from active service, and his name cntcred on there 
tired list of officers of the grade to which he belonged at the 
time of such retirement. 
As I said, sir, I am not strenuous on this point, 
1 shall vote for the bill whether the amendment 
| This is not my own view only; 
for it isa view | have come to on consultation 
with some of the best officers of the Navy. 
Mr.SI LE R \ \N. Mr. President, I concurred 
in tl he time it was before the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, and approve of its general feat- 
ures now; but the objection taken by r the Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire is, | efi” well taken. 
Many officers of the Navy are now appointed at 
the age of twenty or thirty. Under this bill, those 
officers would not be retired until they were sev- 
enty years of age, while educated officers who 
entered the Naval Acad my at the age of fifteen, 
and whose names are therefore entered on the 
Naval Register from the age of fifteen, would be 
retired at the age of fifty-five years. This dis- 


is il) i 
is bill: 





SIONAL GL OBE. 


_December 12, 


Beale inst the educate d office rand in favor 
of one who 1s taken from priv ate service. In ad- 
dition to that, upon examination it was found that 
this bill would retire from active duty three or four 
of the best officers of the Navy. It is true a sub- 
sequent secffon will provide for them; but it will 
mi ake them exceptional cases at the discretion of 
the Executive. It seems to me it would not be 
wise to put these gentlemen in that position. | 
think, therefore, the modification suggested b 'y 
the Senator from New He ampshire woul: 1 be a wise 
one: to strike out of the third line of the first sec- 
tion the words ** the name of,’’ and to strike out 
of the fifth line the words * have been borne on 
the Naval Register forty years *? and insert * ar- 
rive at the age of sixty;”’ so that the section will 
read thus: 

That whenever any naval officer now in the service, or 
who may hereafter be in the service of the United States, 
shall arrive at the age of sixty years, he shall be retired 
from active service, and his name entered on the retired 


list of officers of the grade to which he belonged at the time 
ot such retirement. 

I think the age of sixty years is better. It is 
true, in the French service naval officers are retired 
at the age of sixty-two; but as this bill leaves 
open to naval officers many important employ- 
ments, I think it would be better to take the ave 
of sixty instead of sixty-five. 

Mr.GRIMES. Mr. President, I think the Sen- 
ator from Ohio and the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire will both discover that if they undertake to 
pass a bill here that will suit all of the various na- 
val officers who may be affected by it, or whos 
friends may be affected by it, or who may use 
their influence to have it changed this way or that 
way, they will not be able to arrive a any vi ry 
satisfac tory conclusion, for I confess I have hardly 
seen two naval officers who agreed upon this 
subject. 

The Senator from Ohio is mistaken in supposing 
that we have been appointing any gentlemen into 
the line of the Navy thirty years old, or any other 
age over twenty. We have authorized the ap- 
pointment of an indefinite number of masters and 
masters’ mates, but they do not come into the line 
of promotion in the Ni Vy. When we come to 
put them into the Navy in the line of promotion, 
as perhaps we may during the present session, it 
will be pe rfectly competent for that Senator, or 
anybody else, to make some pre ovision in the law 
which in troduc es them into the N: vy, b ry whicl h 
they shall be provided for, and no injustice d 
to them ald no injustice done to those ieee 
who were educated in the service. 

Mr. President, the great difficulty in regard to 
this proposition of the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire is, that we do not know the ages of thess 
officers, and we cannot find out. Upto Mr. Ban- 
croft’s time, we had no Naval Academy, and ther 
is no record, therefore, any where in regard to the 
ages of any naval officers previous to that. Since 
that time, the young men who have been sent to 
the Naval Ac ademy were pote ‘lled to state their 
exact age, the day ‘of their birth, and their birth- 
ee e, when they entered; butit is impossible f 
us to find out what are the ages of the other offi- 
cers. Why, sir, - summer, in conversatio 
with an old captain, he told me that he was fifty- 
three years old; and upon reference to the ne 
ter I found he entered the service in 1812, so that 
he must have entered at the age of four years. 


I am perfectly well aware that the provisic ons of 


this bill would cut off some competent officers; I 

id so before to the Senate; but every one of tho 
officers will be restored to the service. We | 
not any surplus of officers. It will include som 
of the best officers in the service, and among then 
is Captain Dupont, I believe, a gentleman to wh¢ 
this country is more indebted at this time fo his 
exploits than anybody else connected with it; but 
I apprehend ne ither he nor his friends will obj ct 
to the provisions of this bill. Such a man th 
country, this Senate, the President, will always 
take care of, and of eve rybody else who is rea *y 
competent to perform efficient active service I 
am not particular as to the extension of this time. 
I am willing to say forty-five years, if that Is sat- 
isfactory, instead of forty; but I do’ insist upon it 
that it is utterly impossible for you to ascertain 
the ages of these old officers, in order to fix a lim- 
itauion upon them. 

It should be remembered too by the Senato 
from New Hampshire that these officers who ar 
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now captall s did not enter the service at the age 
of fifteen or sixteen yearsas he supposes they did, 
and as young c Naval Acad Ry. 
Many of them entered as sailing masters, men 
They had been masters, and some of 
them cay tins of vessels before the y entere d the 
naval st rvic They were in the prime and tigor 
of m ae then, and have been in service now 
for fifty years. It is time they were retired, They 
are incompetent to the proper discharge of their 
duties. In ‘time of peace the y might do ve ry we ll. 
They rwould be good commanders of ships full of 
officers w holly re esponsible for them and to whom 
the working of the vessels was entirely intrusted; 
but when but one lieutenant can be allowed to a 
vessel and you re quire the commanders to enter 
on the proper discharge of their duty, they are 
utterly incompetentand bre vak down immediately. 
Why,sir, you have had during the “ pei fear weeks 
ten ora doz en of these officers recall d from your 
squadron because they have broke n down. 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. President, itappears to me 
that the first section of this bill as it now stands 
is very objectionable. It makes an invidious 
distinction against officers in the service on th 
cround of the length of service, not because of 
inefliciency from age now, but because they have 
been re a ring service many ye ars. Thisis very 
Of two%iii fficers who are to-d: iy Sixty years 
old, one of them has served, say forty ye ars, and 
the other only twenty, and both equally compe- 
tent now for service, the man who has served his 
forty years will have his name stricke 0 from the 
active list, and the man that served only twenty 
will be kept on. 

lam not quite sure, Mr. 


in favor of the 


nen now entertne . 


fu \l rrowh 


unjust. 


President, that I am 
principle of fixing a precise period 
e when a man shall have his name stricken 
he roll of active service in the N: ivy. It is 
t to fix on any period that will not do great 
injustice both to individuals and the country 
many cases; and it is nota sufficient answer to 
me,to say that there are men of that age who are 
not compete nt to perform service. 1 grant it; no 
doubt there are; and so lk are men who have 
not been inthe se ‘rvice five years, and who are not 
thirty years old, who are not competent to per- 
form servic Th re are men, as L believe , In the 
Navy, whe. have been in the N avy forty years, 
and who are now more than sixty years ald, Ww ho 
are exceedingly competent, and if their names 
were stricken from the active list, it would bea 
great loss to the country. Sir, there are some 
men w apa names are now historic in the Navy, 
seventy years old, as it may be, who would, in 
my ji isles nt, be among the most efficient to take 
a ship into action to- di ly, among the most effi 
cient now in the service, whose very presence 
on the quarter-deck would be an addition to the 
efficiency of the battery of the ship, more than 
youth could bring to it, sir, much more. I should 
be Sorry to have these names stricken from the 
active list because there are some men of the 
same age who are not c ompetent to perform duty. 
I think it would be unwise as well as unjust. 
The suggestion made by the Senator from New 
Hampshire to change the bill as it stands from 
fixing the period of service to the age of the offi- 
cer, 18, I think, better than the present provision 
of the bill, because that looks of course sowars 
the efficiency of the man, and assumes that aft 
a given age he will not have the physical capacit y 
to perform the required duty. I think the amend- 
ment will ras ike the first section preferable to what 
it now is, but lam not prepare -d to say that I think 
we can with propriety fix the period of sixty-five 
years, the pe riod indicated by him, and say that 
ll who have arrived at that age should have their 
names stricken from the roll of active servic e, for 
the reasons that [ have suggested, and for othe r 
reasons that might be given, I think, and which 
adily occur to Senators if there is to be alim- 
itation, I ceri: uinly pre fer th it the limit ation should 
be : as the Senator from New Hampshire suggests, 
a limitation which shall regard the age of the offi- 
cer rather than regard the period that he has been 
in the service. It will be better surely than as it 
now stands; but even then, I think it is by no 
means clear that we shall make the improvement 
ae Senators seem to suppose we shall make 
the change. 
MM FESSENDEN. 
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Mr. President, the mem- 
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this matter than I am, for they have given it 
deliberate con ideration. I find, however, that 
twovery distinguished members of that comm 

disagree in their views as to what is proper to be 
done; and therefore outsiders, perhaps, may be 


excused for expressing an opinion on the subject. 

I have felt some interest, sir, in reforming the 
Navy ever since [ have been in Congress; and 
very early In my senatorial life we passed a bill 
for the improvement tof the Navy,and established 
something in the nature of a retiring board. 
Under that act, a very large number of officers 
were retired from active service; some were dis- 
missed. I think you will recollect, as I certainly 
do, what I can denominate in no other way than 
as the howl that went up from this House and 
the other in cor ence of the action of this 


board. ‘The trouble then was that every man in 


the Senate, pretty much, represented somebody 
at home who had been retired in some way, and 
of course the inference was irresistible th ut rreat 
inj istice was done. Gri itrepi vaches wert heaped 


on the heads of the members of the board who 
made the d ision in that case; and after a ereat 
deal of debate here, it finally resulted that 
all of them were restored to the active list of the 
Navy. I believe, sir, if 1 am rightly informed, 


that « xperience has shown since that not a man 
of them—there may hay 


almost 


? bi en some exXct | tions— 
who was retired in consequence of thea 
that board was really fit for service, and in almost 
all the cases where the y have been put on duty 
since, the y have been found to be utt rly Incom- 
petent, or worse. If Iam wrong in relation to 
this matter, | suppose gentlemen will correct me. 
; ‘hat board was compost d of ve ry able office rs. 
I believe Capt Lin Dupontstood at the head ofthem. 
Mr. GRIMES Oh, no; he was a member. 
Mr. | *ESSENDEN At any rate, he was a 
member of the board, and certainly there were 
very able officers placed on the board. They were 
accused of everything that was wrong. It was 
said they wet ‘governed by Saenae motive 
that they wished to promot | 


‘tion ot 


themselves; that they 
had taken good care in all th: to put by 
everybody above th m, in ord r that they might 


erades 
be advan Cady and th viriues and exXce lle necics of 
he men who were retired were extolled here to the 
skies. I recollect we heard a vast deal about the 
great injustice done to Lieutenant Maury in re- 
tiring him. I believe that now-a-days nobody 
denies, although of the highest reputation in a 
scientific point of view, that he was absolutely 
incompetent for active service; and nobody now 
in this Senate, I , would wish to see him 


restored to the service, not particularly on that 


SUDDOS( 
I 


account, however. 

Wi ll, sir, ¢ xp ‘rience has demonstrated abund- 
antly that the board were actuated by correctand 
high motives; that their decisions were almost 
invariably proper to be made, and that, as I said 
be ‘fore ; in almost all the case where the y h ive 
been departed from the country has been the suf- 
ferer in consequence. Gentlemen will bear me 
witness that in most instances where personal in- 
fluence has been used in this Senate to procure 
the restoration of men dismiss d, under other cir 
cumstances, for faults or failings, and the President 
has been induced to renominate,and we have been 


induced to confirm si 


j 


ithas almost 
iavariably resulted that the country has lost by it 
and the men have fallen back into their old habits. 
I think the experience we have had should teach us 
this lesson: that when we come to deal with a mat- 
ter of such great public interest, we should be care- 
ful and not be actuated by any personal attach 
ments; any repre | entations which we may consider 
mi { 


> » . . 1 fA. 
king as individuals for const 


ich nominations, 





ourselves as u- 
ents, in the knowledge that we may have person- 
ally with regard to men particularly; but 


9 should 
to be apP 


d to the 
elr chance 8S 
from one State or 


establish a corr ’ 
whole service, and then let men take t 
under it, whe ther j 
another; whether we know them or not; whether 
we are attache d to them or not; or whatever con- 
sideration, of any kind or description, might, un- 
der other circumstances, influence our own minds 
with regard to the individual. 

I have made this remark simply for the pur- 


ose of putting the Senate on its ruard. I was 


icy come 


T 
} 
i 


ne of the few who de med that the action of the 
, and who stood by 
it unavailingly from beginning to end, and voted 
the propositi 


retiring board was a wise on 


against all t ons to change it substan- 





tially in any shane form Now, sir, her ‘ 
bill befi Ser Itis to correcta vil 
We may W ' ly about 1 | 
tlem cited with the Navy, or « d 
with ntleemen who are it Navy, mu 

mit to such remarks as pu duty gompels men 
to make. It is a notorious fact, proved by exp 
rience, that the greater number of these men who 


have been in the 
years, are utterly unfit to be there in 


N ivy for so lor ra course of 


} \ v very 
re nenomernt position afloat. We all know that to 
be the case. Itis undoubtedly true. It is natural, 
as said by my friend from lowa, that these gen 
¢] ype. t as e th ont s. W " 
Liemen cannot per eive it Lhemseives. ul Lil 
of us unwilling to admit that we are not what w 


those of us who are fifty-five years of age (and 


am oblio« d to con 


have hitherto been, or as much men as ever; and 
i 


that | am one of them 

unwilling to admit that we are | sa 
| ! 1 } 

and mind than we have been. Bu 


whole, we must 


haps are 
in body 


on the acknowiedge that 


course of time, as sappli able to ourselves, mu 
have its effect. We all, more o 
ing strength and vi 


celve it, Ll am ine 
t any rate, it 


r less, feel it in fail- 
ror; if we do not feel it 
lined to think our neighbors do. 
should not affect us in acting on 


what is patent to our observation in regard to men 
who have been much exposed to severe labors in 
the sunshine and the storm, in service lik: ly to 
operate upon their physical and mental powers 


and to admit that these things, time especially, 
under these circumstanes 


} 


;, must have their effect 
H 


upon them. We all know perfectly that howeve 


fit men of a certain period of years may be for 
counsel on shore, and in qui t times, and witl 
regard to matters with which they are connected, 
when you come toaction— bold, vigorous 
ined action—you need somewhatof the enthusiasm 
of youth. 


It becomes nece; 


_ ‘ zy 
ssary, therefore, absolutely, at 


this period of our country’s history, when we 
want active and vigorous men in thi Army and 
Navy -and e; pecially when, in the Army, we are 
acuing upon th idea of having young and vigor 
ous met that we should 
ly the same rule, or enable the Administration 
y the sam rule to the Navy, and reure 
hom we know, and the country know 
and those connected with them know, are unfit 
for the positions in which they must necessarily, 
perhaps, be placed if they remain where they ai 
Then, sir, it becomes a mere question of time. 
The idea of the bill is all right. — is the main 
question. If I had a friend in the Navy in whom 
l had ever so much confid nee, that I believed 
ever so able, and this bill ¢ ppli dt to ila 
the circumstances, when the . 
be avoided or cor: cted, 


n to conduct our soldiers- 


men Ww 


under 
is a great evil to 
1 would trust him to the 
bill, and let him stand upon 
If the y will not defend and sus 
tain him, he ought not to be sustained. 

1 am inclined to support the bill as it is, and 
ms - simple re neve that I think the criterion of 
y' cAnRe’ be re ache d. If it could be, I should 
prefer to substitute the period of sixty years. if 
tl 
le 


saving clause of the 
his own merits. 


1e ordinary time for entering the Navy was fif 
1 years of age in those tim¢ s, if men entered 


as came as that, I should be pe rfectly willing 


and content to vote for the bill, 1 it wel modi 
fe d, and , e forty y! ars of service Wi chan rf d 
to Malye, to bring a man uptosixty. I should 


t 


not deem it wise or prude ntto go over that. That 
is my own judgment; for I think at that period, 
if men have followed the sea especially, unl 

in very rare circumstances, they would hardly 
be fit for the hard, dangerous, and vigorous se: 


vice required of men at this time, and which will 
be required for perhaps some considerable period 
hereafter. All Sen sori s will act unquestio y 
according to their own views of « Xperience al d 
wisdom about it; but I hope some time will be 
fixed, but not so long as to leave ucl very Con- 
siderable number of gentlemen of the d riptlion 
I have mentioned in service at this time 


1 wish to throw no sortof imputation upon 
these men. They have rendered great scrvice to 


the count: Many of them a entitled to the 
rratitude of the country; but it is not just to the 
country that for that re is nw hould avoid doing 
or postpon doing that which sabareat a mand 

They must yield to the natural and necessary ef- 
fect of time u ) them, and retire gracefully from 
the service which they are no longer able to con- 
duct in the manner in which we wish -to have it 


conducted. It ’ mputation w! itever upon iny 
. } fu rai W a id merit, 
ly ' \ re fo 1 in an indi- 

: ll } . 1}, | 

vidual who ] i the pre bed limit, will, 

/ . per 

nt condition of the untry, unques- 
tionably be recognized; for, as my friend from 


lowa has saad, we 
fanvahb) 
ceotanyable 


cannot now afford to lose the 
man whois di: pose dto rends rit. 


ser 
HALE. I wish to say a word in vindi- 

cation of myself for making the suggestion I have 
le. Ido not pre tend to a vreatdeal of partic- 
ular knowledge on this subject I have offered 
this amendment to the bill on the suggestion of a 
1an who [ think is better acquainted with the 
Navy y than any other man in the United States, 


and whose name, if I were at liberty to give it, 
would command the respect of the Senate beyond 
that of any other man. ~ Havi aid that, f will 
say no more on that point. 

{ wish to say a —e word as to the difference 
between this ind th old retirn ard which my 


friend from Maine has eulogized so much. I was 


one of those who op d that from the beginning 
to the aid nail ! alw ivs desire to have it remem- 
bered by anybody who has any interest in my 
humble fame that I opposed it ups rineiple 
which, I think, would secure it the execration of 
every honest mind, and my friend here amongst 
them. Ittried men for mor i offenses behind their 
backs, without letting them know whatthe charge 
was or who preferred it or by whom it was sus- 
tained. That was the original sin which tainted 

| its progeny, and would to HI time. I think 
the bill that embodied so vicious a principle as 
that was not worthy of the support which it re- 
ceived mn this body. . 

Now, sir, as h is been well d, I think the 


Senate unanimously agree upon the general prin- 


ples of this bill; butlet me caution my friend from 
Maine. He says there came up against that old 
bill for a retiring board a perfect howl. Well, 
there was, sir. I howled as loud as anybody 
nst it,and Tam not sorry for it. Now ‘let me 
cal n my honorable friend here that he avoid 
nother hewl, if possible. ‘The last howl upset 
the proceedings of that board: and while I agree 
with the general remarks he has made in regard 
to the officers brought back, there were some very 
hone ra le « kceptions. ; 
Mr. FESSENDEN. There may have been; I 
do not di pute that. 
Mr. HALE. I certainly know there were. 
And let me say another word in regard to that bill. 
1 had not the honor of the personal acquaintance 


ofa sInvle 


man unfavorably 
not know one ofthem; 


affected by it. I did 
[had no relation, no friend, 
anybody else that was to be affected 


} } . » 
prothner, of 


by it: and the same is true of this bill. I know 
some of these gentlemen personally. I have no 
purticular regard for them. I have no particular 


[do notcare 
a straw as ny human being. 
I stand here simply desirous to do what is best for 
the country; and I desire 
the Navy in this emergency. If it 
jud rmentof the Senate 
take it; if itis 


feeling one way or another about it. 


tots operation upona 
to do what is best for 
shall be the 
that the bill Is bestas itis, 
best with a limitation of forty-five 
years, take it; but I believe, and those whom | 
have consulted,and who ws re competent to speak 
on this subject, think that, fora beginning, sixty- 
five years will be the best move we can make. I 
am told thatitisa period between sixty and sixty- 


five years in the French navy—sixty-two or 
thre They have, I believe, no particular mode 
or no particular age in the English navy at which 
they are retired. ‘Their system is somewhat com- 


plicat d. I believe that promotion to the 
" admiral takes place afteracertain number of years 
of sea service; and if the department see a man 
they do not think will makea good admiral, they 
take not to give him so much sea service as 
would entitle him to promotion. That, lam teld, 
is the method there. Lhonpe, whether this amend- 
ment be adopted or not, that the bill will pass and 
a law. 
DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, 
rise to take part in the debate, but 
that it will read: 


care 


become 
I do not 
to suggest an 


ndment to this first section, so 


amie 

Phat whenever the name of any naval officer now in the 
service, or who mav hereafter be inthe service of the Uni 
ted Stat shat! have been borne on the Naval Register forty 
i yea or who shall be of the age of sixty years, he shall 
be retired from active service, and his name entered on the 
retired list of officers ot the grade to which he belonged at 
ihe tin such retirement. 


THE 


rank of 


CONGRES! 





SIONAL GLOBE. 


_ December 12, 





Those who enter, as I understand, in the Naval || matter—I cannot unde rtake to say whetecnad I 
School now, enter at the average age of fifteen. || do not know but that he me ans to strike at al] 
I ee five yer upon the 7 rister will allow || these heads of bureaus. But I know the m 
them to be ae active service itil they are sixty. and [ also know the reason why they have been 
Then there is a large class of offic: rs who are now |, retained, The reason is simply that they are, al] 
in the service who were not educated at the Naval | of them, excee dingly competent me n, and have 
School, but who were appointed at various ages, || made first- rate officers. One of them is C ommo- 
and they also will be in active service until they | dore Smith, who is at the head of the Bureau of 
are sixty. Yards and Docks. I undertake to say that Com- 
Mr. GRIMES. If the Senator will allow me, || modore Smith is recognized, and has been for 
an incorrect impression seems to pre vail with re- | years, as one of the ablest officers in the service, 
yard to the age of admission of boys in the Naval || and a man who, in that branch, has exhibited a 
Academy. Some one has stated the age to be || wonderful degree of capacity and a great power , 


fifteen years. That is the 
entrance, and the ages are 
The average age would be 
body enters under fifteen. 

about seventeen and some months. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. | Llike this other provision 
of the bill to which some exception has been taken, 
and that is, they are all retired at a given age 
whatever may be their capacities, and then they 
are left with the President and Cx 
ine whether they shall be restored to active service 
or not. Then the proper distinction may be made. 
The bps sumption is that when a man arrives at 
Sixt ‘ars of age, he is not as competent ordi- 
narily ‘in his physie al powers tocomm: and a ship 
in active service as if he were younger, but there 
are ¢ xceptions, and thes« exceptions the President 
can avail himself of by putting them in 
active service, and upon a vote of Congress they 
can be restored to the active list. I de sire very 
much to bring our officers both of the Navy and 
of the Army to some position where they can earn 
the great distinction which they hold. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Rice in 
the chair.) The amendmentof the Senator from 
W ise not in order. The question now 
pending is on the amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Then I will offer itas an 
amendment to the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
the opinion that the amendment offered by the 
Senator from New Hampshire is first in order; 
and the amendment to the amendment offered by 
the Senator from Wisconsin is not in congruity 
with the subject. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I think, sir, that on the 
whole, the amendment which I fee offered will 
meet the approval of the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. I will accept that amendment, as 
proposed by the Senator from Wisconsin. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the gques- 


. i 
tion be 


youngest period 

then up to nineteen. 
about seventeen. No- 
I think the average is 


ongress to determ- 


at once 


ynsin 1s 


The Chair is of 


fore the Senate is on the amendment of the 
Senator from Wisconsin, which the Senator from 
New Hampshire accepts in licu of his own prop- 1] 
osition,. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. I propose an additional amend- 
ment aS a new section: 

That heads of bureaus in the Navy Department who have 
been in office the full term of eight years, shall cease to 
hold such position. 


It is - terminate the offices of heads of bureaus 
in the Navy Department. The difficulty is this: 
these heads of bureaus are appointed w ithout any 
limitation. They get in there; and when a new 
Secretary comes in, he is surrounded by them, 
and gets acquainted with them, and will never re- 
move them; and unless you limit these offices by 
law, they hold them by a life-tenure. I do not 
propose to disqualify them. If, after - they have 
held them eight years, the President or Secretary 
of the Navy finds that they ought to be reap- 
pointed, let them reappoint them; but let there be 
some time when these offices shall terminate— 
that is all. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I hope that amendment 
will not be adopted. I do not know Te my 
friend designs to reach partic ularly by it; bat I 
see no very spe cial reason for it, judging from my 
knowle ‘dge of these officers. It is not true that 
their’s is anything like a life-tenure; because any 
Secretary of the Navy, or at least any President, 
can remove them at the motion of the head of the 
Department whenever he chooses. The present 
incumbents, I believe, have most of them been 
there for eight years. ‘They were appointed ori- 
ginally by Pt resident Pierce, they were keptin by 
President Buchanan,-and the y remain. 

I suppose, of course, that the honorable Senator 
from New Hi: umpshire ‘strike *s at somebody in this || 


| of doubt. 


| istrations, for 


| matter 
| shape or form; and therefore I shall vote again: 
| it, and hope the Senate will not adopt it. 


| that | ever 
| these places. 


of labor, doing more work than either my frien 
or I could do, in my judgment, and doing it well 
upon whose advice every Secretary has leaned; 
upon w hose competency for any part of the ser- 
vice nobody has ever attempted to throw a shad 

WwW hy should we undertake to s say ts 

ve removed, for the sake of being arain 


} 
A 


he shall | 


| appointed ? 


If the present President, or the present head of 
the Navy Department finds an officer there who 
is particularly capable, whose services he cannot 
dispense with when he has the power to dispens: 
with them at any moment he pleases, why should 
Congress interfere and say, ** that man is to go 
out of office??? What can be the object, exe: 
forthe purpose of putting somebody else in? Now, 
had we not better leave these minor offices in tly 


| Departments at the disposal of the heads of the 


Departments and the Executive? Why, sir, | 
happen to know one fact as illustrative of the 
particular case that I have mentioned. The Sen- 
ate will pardon me for alluding to politics; but if 
] am not very much mistaken in my recollection, 
when he was appointed, Commodore Smith was 
a Whig, and always had been so; yet he w 


| appointed by a Democratic Administration. H 
| made no secret of his politics, | am confide 


though he was not much ofa political man. H 
has been retained through two Democratic Admii 
no other reason than that he wa 
so competent and so able that his services could 
not be dispensed with. He is retained now. Do 
we want to put him out of office? All that ki 
of politics has gone by, and therefore I may allud 
to the dead, | suppose, without giving offens: 
anybody. 

I know two other gentlemen there that wer 
appointed by President Pierce. They remain i 
office, and they remain for the reason that they 
are two of the most competent, able, upright mx 
that can be found in any service, and the public 
interests would suffer exceedingly by removing 
them. 

Now, why should we be so anxious to tur 
men out, or provide for turning them out, sim 
because they have been in office eight yea 
Why not leave it, as it has always been left unde: 
our Government, to the head of a Department to 
say who his inferiors shall be, instead of unde: 
taking to dictate who shall go into this burea 
and who shall go into that?) Suppose the hint 


| should be taken “whic h would bn conve yed by 
| vote here in favor of this proposition, what wou ld 
| be the consequence? 


Ce rtainly , it would be 
garded as a hint that men must be removed att! 


| time, when the Navy Department nee om exp 


rience, needs ability, needs integrity, 1 eve ry 
part and portion of it. At such a time, shall w 
call upon them to remove officers of this di scl 
tion—heads of bureaus—because they have been 
there eight years? I thinkitisidle. More than 
that, I think it is meddling with a small thing, a 
that we ought not to interfere with in any 


} 


Mr. HALE. I would commend to my friend 


| from Maine the reconsideration of some remarks 


that he made about fifteen minutes ago in the Se! 


| ate, when he said ** jet us inaugurate this measure, 
| and if we have any friends that we fear will be 
| affected by it, let them stand their chance befor: 


the law. 
I will modify my amendment by saying “u"- 
less reappointed by the President, by and wi 
the advice and consent of the Senate.’’? The Sen- 
ator from Maine asks me whom I want to hit, and 
whom I want to put in their places. Nobody; 
nobody. 


I have not a single being on the earth 
thought of in connection with one ‘ 

One of the genttemen of whom ti 
Senator speaks—I suppose he refers to Mr. Bridge 


i 
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1861. 


at the head of the 


Bureau of Provisions and Cloth- 
ing—lI believe to be an excellent, worthy, com- 
petent, and able officer. 1 signed a recommenda- 
tion for his being retained, and used what litie 
influence I had for that purpose. He is as inti- 
mate a friend almost as | have in the city. I do 
not know whether this hits him or not. Ido not 
eare whether it hits him or not. If he is a good 
officer he will be reappointed. The evil that lam 
at is just this: you appoint these men without any 
definite tenure, and they get in there and hold on 
for life. 
You have had men up here at the heads of these 
bureaus years and years, that were not able to do 
a day’s work in three hundred and sixty-five. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Oh, no! 

Mr. HALE. Was it notso in the case of Gen- 
cral Gibson? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. That was in the Army. 

Mr. HALE. 
so it hasbeen in the Navy. The heads of these bu- 
reaus willbe taken care of; and unlessthereis some 
law terminating their office, leaving the President 
at liberty to reappoint them if they are fit for it, 
they will hold on to the day of their death. There 
can be no harm done to anybody by passing this 
general law. If the country cannot get along 
without the services of these men, the President 
will be at perfect liberty to reappoint them. I do 
not know how many men there are at the head of 


That has been the case in the Army. | 


I know he was in the Army, and | 
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is ample power; the President has it every mo- 
ment, the head of the Department has it every 
moment; any one of these men can be struck at 
in an instant, when it is thought to be nec« ssary 
to do so. 

This movement is now made here only because 
some of us desire to interfere with them for some 
reason, to strike directly at individuals that those 


| to whom they are responsible, and under whose 


| direction they are performing service, do not think 
| it proper to strike at; and for the best reasons in 


bureaus, nor how long they have been there; but, | 
in my humble judgment, this is a sound principle. || ’ 

; ; i | concession (as faras I know atleast) that the men 
|| are eminently capable, and that we had better not 


Iam sorry to be under the necessity of saying 
that I make this motion to gratify no personal 
grief, nor to look to the elevation of a solitary 
human being. I have got no candidate, and shall 
ask for no appointment of anybody. I have got 
nobody against whom I have any cause of offense; 


but I believe it is a sound principle that ought to | 


be embodied in our legislation; and your new 
Secretaries, when they come in, ought to be re- 
lieved of the embarrassments of removing men 
that have been there eight, ten, sixteen, or twenty 
years, You ought to quietly terminate their office; 
and then if they are as good as the Senator from 
Maine says—and I do not stand here to contro- 
vert a word he says as to facts—they will be 
reappointed, ; 

But, sir, if we shall look at this matter from the 
high stand-point from which he required us to 
look at the retiring bill, when that provision was 
up, we shall find, if we have not got any friends 
that are to be affected, that this is a measure em- 
inently required by the public good. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator from New 
Hampshire is very acute. He is a lawyer, as I 


am; and if he thinks he has made a point, I have | 


no sort of objection; but I think I can reply to 
him. When the Senator shows me that it is gen- 
erally conceded that there are incompetent men in 
these places, | will pass a law to get rid of them. 
That was the principle on which I sustained the 
other proposition to which he alludes—that it 
was necessary tochange men. He does not aver 
or pretend that there is the slightest ground of 
objection to any one man atthe head of a bureau 
in the Navy Department. He admits, by not de- 
nying what I said, that every one of them is con- 
ceded to be able, intelligent, upright, and honest. 

Now, sir, there is a very great difference be- 
tween a general measure affecting a great class 
like Navy officers, consisting of hundreds of men, 
and a proposition aiming directly at four bureaus 
ina Department, where you can put your finger 
on every man, and where the vote that you un- 
dertake to pass must necessarily be considered as 
striking at one or all of them. I would apply the 
principle even if I had a friend in office who was 


incompetent or who was suspected to be so; I | 


really believe I have public virtue enough not to 
desire that he should be retained. The ground 
on which | put itis this—and the Senator does 
not undertake to controvert it with regard to these 
four bureaus—that they are confessedly filled by 


men of such conceded ability and integrity that in | 


all recent changes of Administration it has been 
thought inconsistent with the public service to 
remove them by those who had the power of re- 
moval. 

Sir, in the bill of which we have been speaking, 
there was no power in the Government to avoid 
the evils which this bill tries to remedy, and that 
is the reason why we attempt to legislate upon 
them. In the case now under consideration, there 


the world—reasons which my friend from New 
Hampshire gave. He spoke of one of these offi- 
cers, said he was his intimate friend, that he signed 
a recommendation that he be retained in oftice, 
though he knew he had been there for almost if 
not quite two administrations. If there is an of- 
ficer whom the Senator could recommend, and 
against whose removal after his being there for 
two administrations he protested, why should he 
want to turn him out by a vote of the Senate, and 
have him reappointed?) Whiatis the principle on 
which he would act? It is to open the door to 
continued attacks upon men in office, and to give 
somebody else an opportunity to beg for it who 
thinks he has been excluded too long, who does 
not want to go to sea, and would rather be at the 
head of a bureau and get petitions from Senators 


| recommending him to this bureau or to that. 


Sir, I believe it is quite as well to leave this 
matter to the head of the Department and to the 
President, especially so long as it is a universal 


interfere with the ordinary course of proceeding 
for the purpose of striking at particular individ- 
uals. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. It seems to me that the 
amendment offered by the Senator from New 
Hampshire would make these offices offices for 
eight years, It would have that effect; thus giving 
them a longer tenure than any other civil office, 
unless a judicial office, which is practically for 
life. As it stands, they are subject to removal at 
any moment when the head of the Department is 
satisfied they are incompetent; and as it has oper- 
ated well, I think it is best to leave well enough 
alone. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
New Hampsliire. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. THOMSON. I desire to offer, and it meets 
the entire concurrence and approbation of the 
Senator who introduced the bill, a small amend- 
ment to make a section complete. I propose, at 
the end of the fourth section, after the words 
‘* were his commission the oldest,’’ to insert: 

And receive, when so employed, the pay to which he 
would have been entitled if he were on the active list of 
the Navy. 

My purpose is to provide that if an officer shall 
be taken by the President of the United States 
from the retired list, and placed in active com- 
mand, he shall receive, not the pay of a retired 
officer, but the pay of an officer on the active list, 
while thus employed. ‘The Senator from Iowa 
has consented to the amendment, and I presume 
there will be no difficulty about it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Did I understand the Sen- 
ator from Iowa to say that this bill, as it was 
originally drawn, retires every captain from the 
Navy without exception, and that then we are to 
trust to such influences as may be brought to bear 
upon the President, to bring part of them back and 
leave out the others? 

Mr. GRIMES. Yes, sir, you may state it in 
that way. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments made as in Committee of the 
Whole were concurred in. The bill was ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time. It was read 
the third time and passed. 


ARMY COURTS-MARTIAL. 


Mr. WILSON. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia, to 


o 


| whom was referred the bill (S. No. 83) relative to 


|| ered as in Committee of the Whole. 


courts-martial in the Army, to reportit back with 
an amendment; and I should like to have it con- 
sidered at this time. 

There being no objection, the bill was consid- 
It provides 


| business. 
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that in time of war the commander of a division 
rade may appoint general « 
martial, and confirm, execute, pardon, and mitt 

gate their sentences, as allowed and restrained in 
the sixty-fifth and ecighty-ninth articles of war to 
commanders of armies and di partments; but sen- 
tences of such courts extending to loss of life or 
dismission of a commissioned officer, are to re- 
quire the confirmation of the general commanding 
the army in the field to which the division or brig- 
ade belongs. Itis further provided that when the 
division or brigade commander shall be the ac- 
cuser or prosecutor of an officer under his com- 
mand, the court shall be appointed by the next 
higher commander. 

The amendment of the committee was, in the 
thirteenth line, to strike out the words ‘of an 
officer under his command,’’ so as to make the 
proviso read: 


or separate bris ourts- 


And provided further, That when the division or brigade 
commander shall be the accuser or prosecutor, the court 
shall be appointed by the next higher commander. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I suggest that the bill lic 
on the table for the present. Ido not 
any haste is demanded. J wish to examine the 
bill. Is there any occasion for its prompt pas- 
sage? 

Mr. WILSON. If the Senator will allow me, 
I will explain the bill. It is a very brief bill, 
giving to commanders of divisions in the field the 
same power now possessed by commanders of 
departments of the Army, in relation to courts- 
martial. I will state the practical effect of it. We 
have several divisions of the Army, containing 
from twelve to thirteen thousand men each. 
When complaints are made, they must be sent to 
headquarters before a court-martial can be ordered, 
and the amount of business there is so great that 
these cases sometimes are not reached until the 
time expires, so that a trial cannot be had; for a 
person arrested can only be confined eight days 
before a trial. ‘This bill is in perfect harmony 
with the rules andarticles of war. The commit 
tee sentit to the Secretary of War, and he returned 
it with this letter: 

War Department, December 11, 1°61. 

Sir: IT have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 10th instant, inclosing a copy of Senate bill 
No. 83, * relative to courts-martial in the Army,” on which 
you ask the opinion of the Department as to the propriety 
of passing such an act 

The bill has been submitted to the commanding general 
of the Army, who reports thatsuch an act is, in his opinion, 
absolutely necessary to facilitate the transaction of judicial 
business ina large army, and should be passed with as litth 
delay as possible. 

The opinion of the commanding general is concurred in 
and approved by this Department. 

Very respecttully, your obedient servant, 

SIMON CAMERON, 
Secretary of War. 
Hon. H. Witson, Chairman of the Committee on Military 

Affairs, United States Senate. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. 
the bill just reported ? 

Mr. WILSON. Yes,sir. The bill was intro- 
duced the other day, and referred to the committee. 
The committee sent it to the Secretary of War, 
and it has his approbation and that of the com- 
manding general, and of the judge advocate gen- 
eral of the Army. I presume the unanimous 
sentiment of the whole Army is for it. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I did not intend to object 
to the bill itself. I wished simply to be advised 
of its contents, which I was not advised about. 
If the commanding general recommends the meas- 
ure as it is submitted, I have no doubt it is pru- 
dently drawn, and ought to pass; but I did not 
know that before. 

Mr. WILSON. I will say to the Senator that 
there can be no doubt about the matter. The 
commanding general has been pressing this bill 
from the moment Congress met. Further, | will 
say to the Senator that, with a large staff—very 
large indeed—the commanding general finds it 
utterly impossible to keep up with this kind of 
The passage of this bill will facilitate 
the discharge of his duties and aid in the discipline 
of the Army. It is very important to pass it 
through as soon as possible. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. In making these objec- 
tions I desire my motive to be understood. ido 
not think that hasty legislation 1s generally good 
legislation. I do not see that this legislation is 
absolutely demanded of us now; and on all meas- 
ures involving the discipline of the Army I should 
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FUGITIVE SLAVES 

M BLAIR, of Mis I li toa rsonn 
exp!) Yesterday, when the resolution of 
tl from Llinois [Mr. Lovrsoy] was 

ce ley mn, lt made some exp ition in 
I ird tot ) ion of General Halleck as to the 
re} 1 ord ed \ I W lich 8} d been 
‘ it nh question, I received by mail last even- 
ing a letter from G ral Halleck ini onse to 
oO written by myself. In justice to the general 

d to myself, | beg leave t la portion of this 

er to the House. 

Mr. BLINGHAM I object to tl reading of 
the letter of General Halleck. Th House acted 
on t rinted order, and not on a letter written 

htieation, 

Vr. VALLGLANDIGHAM. The gentleman 
{i VI uurt has a rivht to have the letter read 

pers il explanation 

I SPEAKER. Unanimous consent having 
been given, th nutleman has aright to have the 
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an attempt is being 
le to « vey the impression that myself and 
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) lam t down the rebellion; that 
y Li hadovy purpose which 
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1 make this explanation because I do not wish 
the inference to be drawn, because we believe the 
policy to suppr 1c rebellion is to liberate 
th ives of the rel , that, therefore, we ar 


ra war directly upon slavery. Myown 


O} ion, as an Indiv lua, Upon this su ject, is of 
course well known. I have no wish to disguise it. 
I believe slavery is, of itself, rebellion against God 
and d loyalty to humanity. That is my opinion 


as an individual, but that is another question. 


rus to d { id ‘as nit mbx rs of Con- 
r whether we will leave this power in the 
hands of@rebels, or whether we will take it away 
from them. Cons que nt V> I do not think my 

league [Mr. Fouxke] intended to say what I 
understood him yesterday to say, that unless our 
soldiers were allowed to return fugitive slaves 
they would not fight. The order was that fugi- 
tive slaves should be returned, and that was the 
very point at issue before the House. 

Now, if it be true that a portion of our Army 
will not fight the battles of the country unless 
they are allowed ‘ 
it. Lam for fighting the battles of the country, 
let the policy be what it may, and if there be any 
soldiers enlisted and mustered into the service of 
the United States who will not fight a battle un- 
less they are allowed to return fugitive slaves, that 
is one thing. Ithink such ought to be led toa 
ford like that where Gideon tested his soldiers, 


and if they will not fight without the privilege of 
. } 


inning fugitive slaves, the Army is better off 


without them. 


to return fugitive slaves, so be 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I rise to a priv- 


ileged question. I desire to move that when the 


House adjourn to-day it adjourn to meet on Mon- 


December 12. 


day next. Before I make the motion, however 
1 will ask the Chairma Committee of 


Waysand Means whether his committer ' 


of the 


business it desires the House to transact withir 
the two days intervening ? : ; 

The SPEAKER. The motion of th nt} 4 
man 18 a privileged one, but no debat upol . ; 
in order. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Hlinois. I presume ther 
will be no objection to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania answering my question. 

j Mr. STEV ENS. if there be no obje ction, | 7 
will answer the question of the g ntleman from a 
Illinois. So far as the Committee of Ways and 
Means are concerned, they have not yet been fur F 
nished with the report of the Secretary of the fb 


Treasury and his estimates; and when we sha 


to say. leary a 


be able to receive it lam unabl 
this morning that the printers could furnish ) 

information as to when we can get it, Iw 

however, merely suggest that if the bill or reso 
lution of my friend in front of me [Mr. Extor} is 
to be disposed of, the House will of course desir 
coming to any final con 


sion; and perhaps we might as well meet to-mor- 


to discuss it before 


row, and allow the discussion to go on with th 
understanding that nothing else isto be done, ‘J 
proposition of the gentleman from Massachus 
and the various propositions now pending o1 
subject, I suppose are to be decided by the Hou 
and the country is de sirous to know what we art 
roing to do on the subject. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Idesire tos \y to 
th > ot ntleman from Pr nnsylvania and the LH us 
that [ think all this discussion is profitless for any 
rood to the country: and I think it should « 
tainly not go on until the matter is brought befor 
us recularly by the committees of the Hous ee 
now make the motion which I indicated. 

‘The motion was arrest d to. 


QUALIFICATION OF A MEMBER. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I 


privilege. Hon. Antnony L. Kwapp, elected to f 
the vacancy occurring in the 
the resienation of General McCLerNnaAnpD, is now 
L ask that he may be sworn in. 

Mr. Knapp then presented himself, and w 
qualified by taking the usual oath. 


rise to a question of 
lilinois delegation by 


present. 


CLAIM OF F. L. LOWE. 


Mr. DAWES presented the petition and papers 
of Mr. F. L. Lowe, relative to his claim to occupy 
a seat as a third Representative from the State of 
California; which were referred to the Committe: 
of Elections, and ordered to be printed. 


APPOINTMENT OF 


The SPEAKER stated the regular order of 
business to be the consideration of the resolut 
yesterday reconsidered on motion of Mr. Hoiman, 
relative to the appointment of paymasters in U 
Army. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Imove toamend the resolu- 
tion by striking out allafter the word ‘ resolved,” 
and inserting, as follows: 


PAYMASTERS. 


That the Seeretary of War be requested to furnish th 
Hlouse a list of the paymasters and additional paymasters 
now in the service of the United States, and of other | 
connected with the paymaster’s department, specilv! 
States from which they have been respectively appoint 
the amount of money disbursed by each since the ¢ 
mencement of the present war, and for what purpo 
amount of money now in their hands respectively or u 
counted for; and that he be also requested to state the 
or compensation of each paymaster and additional payn 
ter per month, including office rent and clerk bire, and all 
other compensation or expenses chargeable to the Gov 
ment, except mileage; and also the average mileag 
paymusters per month, or for any othergefinite period, as 
may be most convenient. 


I suppose, of course, there will be no objectio: 
to the resolution, and I therefore ask the previous 
Guestion upon its adoption. 

Mr. COX. For the consideration of the 
tleman from Indiana, I would suggest that 
add to his resolution the request for informal 
whether any of the paymasters already appoint d 
cannot be dispensed with. Lam informed that ther 
have been appointed about twice the number reg 
ularly authorized, and that a valuable reform may 
be effected in this direction. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I supposed the informatio! 
elicited by the resolution would furnish the basis 
on which we could initiate such a reform. Iam, 
however, willing to adopt the modification sug- 
gested. 












1861. 


T! he previous question was then second ial 
the malu que stion orde red to be pr ut. 
The amendment, as modified, was adopted. 
The resoluti mee amended, was then agré ed to. 
desire to offer a 


Mr. DUELL. 
to the 


ind move its reference 


re so] ution, 


Committee on Print- 


WICKLIFFE. I call for the regular ordet 
The Committee on Military Affairs 
have a bill important to the interests of the whole 
country, and especially of Kentucky, whicht 
desire them to have an opportunity to report. 
CALL OF COMMITTEES. 
The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the com- 
mittees of the House for reports. 
LOUISIANA LAND GRANTS 
Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania, from the C om- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, reported back the 
bill of the House (No. 114) authorizing floats to 
issue in satisfaction of claims against the United 
States for lands sold by them within the Las 
Omegas and La Nana grants, in the State of Lou- 
isiana; which was referred to a Committee of the 


Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 
CLERK FOR COMMITTEE. 
Mr. ALDRICH, from the Committee on Indian 


Affairs, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, 'That the Committee on Indian Affairs be, and 
hereby is, authorized to employ a cl g the present 
Congress, to be paid the usual per diem when actually em- 
ployed. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Minnesota whether it has been customary 
to allow that committee the employment of a 
clerk? 

Mr. 


past. 


, 
if. 
Mr. 


of business. 


Ik — 
erk during 


ALDRICH. 
1 will state further, while 
information of the House, 
he Hou have more business to transact than 
the Committee Indian Affairs. During the 
last session of Congress that committee met twice 
every week, and often four times. 
They have more business than they can transact. 
I do hope the House will give lam 
instructed by every member ttee to 
ask it. ' : 

Mr. HOLMAN. Ifa cl 


lerk be 
this committee, of course I will 


It has been, for some years 

Lam up, for the 
that few sdkhmdtite es Of 
on 


or three times 


us this clerk. 
of the commi 


necessary to 


make no objec- 


tion; but | think that this House, as well as the 
Senate, are resolved to establish the most rigvid 
system of economy, which we all know is ur- 


gently demanded by thee Xisting exigencies of the 
country. 

The quest ion was taken; and the resolution was 
adopted a. 

KENTUCKY HOME GUARDS. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, reported a bill to authorize 
the raising of a volunteer force for the better de- 
of Kentucky; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and ordered to be en- 
crossed, and read a third time. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Does the gentle ‘man propose 
to putt the bill upon its passage now? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Ye S, Sir. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. | hope that it will be printe d, 

and time given for its examination, before itis put 
upon its passage. [think it questionable whether 
we ought to authorize the raising of a force which 
will not be under obligation to go wherever they 
may be orde ‘red by the Comm: inde r-in-Chief of 
our armies. I will not say that I will not vote for 
it; but I certainly am not in favor of raising troops 
which will not fight for the Government wherever 
they may be orde red. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


fense 


The bill provides 


that they may be used elsewhere than in Ken- 
tucky, at the discretion of the commanding gen- 


eral, 
Mr. LOVEJOY. It is a conditional thing. 
They are to be used simply in Kentucky, and it 
is only conditional that they can be used else- 


where, [I forget the prec ise language of the bill 
on the subje ct. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. , They may be used 
out side of the State, at the discretion of the com- 
manding general. 1 will tell the gentleman from 
li inois that it has been deemed important to raise 
this force in Kentuc ‘ky, in order thatthe rear of cur 
advancing ¢ army may be protected when that army 
has gone ‘beyond the borders of the State, and to 
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reece ved, I 


of War, and he ay 


ing of th 


in order t 
WICKLIFFE. 
military committ 
an urgent 


\ 


it for 


had 


force 


at it may be examined. 
n have received from the 
ee of the Legislature of Ken- 
tion to present to the War 
ch a corp After 1 
rview with the Sec 
proved of authorizing the rais- 


provided in this bill; but 1 was 


applic 






iust si 
J 


an inte tary 


AL GLOBE. 7 


told that it was necessary to procure additional 
legislation, inasmuch as the five hundred thousand 
volunteers ordered at the last session had already 


en rais l. Th retoy , unless this bill is MASS l 
in » law, this n ces i y vo inteer force i ) 

Mr. LOVEJOY, Do Ll understand th ni 
man to say that the War D partment approves f 
this bill? a 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I have said that I con- 


versed with the Secretary of War,and that he had 
approved of it. Lalso bad a conversation with 
the President of the United States, and | An- 


proved of it, and told me that his Cabinet couneil 
had approved of it. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Mr. 
fortunate for most of the members of this House 
that they know nothing. personally, or thi 
the ity of extend: 
persons and property of loyal 
cdge on that 


Speaker, it IS Very 


their constituency, of necess 
protection to the . 
Some of us have personal know! 
Lhave spent mue hof the last two or thre 
seathn inthe State o 
part of the 
has been subjec 


men. 
subject. 
f Kentucky—a considerab| 
6 portion of the St 
tto the ravages sof 
l have seen men and women and 
fleeing from before them with such of 
reflects as they could hastily gather together 


time ate whiten 
and the outri vere 
rebel troops. 
children 
the: 


in their flight, taking with them their servants 

their slaves—and fleeing with them to the flag of 
the country, to gain protection for that, with other 
kinds of property, against the ravages of the rebel 


wine 


troops, who were overrunning the soil and | 


waste their homes. I have seen where their fields 
have been desolated, their fences destroyed, and 
their homes made a wilderness. ‘There are other 
portions of the country where I have not pe: 


i 
recently. I may speak 


own immediate district, a part of the State I hav 
! ? 


sonally been so 


the honoralone now to re present upon this flooi 

the part knownas Eastern Tennessee, I will not 
take time, or embrace this occasion, although | 
may some other time, toexhibit to this Hou nad 
the cor ntry the condition of things there, and to 


} . ! 
show how thos peo] 


ple, loyal in the beg 
oyal ever since, and who will be loyal 
ive been left unprotected, unsupported, unsu 
ained by the Government to which they ) 
firmly devoted them What I wish to say 
now is this: I hold it to be the duty of this Gy 
ernment to protect loy 


ktitill > 


to the e1 


elves. 


yal men every where. 
men in Kentue ky, or in ‘Tennessee, 
Carolina ; h entitled 
as loyal men in yout 


or im Seuth 
even, are as muc to be pro- 
tected by the Government 
State, Mr. S peaker, 
it. This bil & as | gather from hearing 
framed with reference to extending 

tection to loyal men: and, sir, it seemsto me that 
this House, that Conger 
and I am 
siLy of aapre er 
| mean protection aside 
; because this is nota war between 


be 


or in the States which 
wread, 18 
that prot 
to hi 


38 ought not 


Sure li memovel KHeW pel 


tion, they w 


a moments; 


maiiy lhe nece 


not, from military op 


ations different 


countries, tween contiguous nations, in which 
the individual must share the fate of hae nation, 
butawar between the Government and those who 
are in rebellion against it—a war to protect thy 


Governmentand the Constitution from those who 
would destroy both. And | hold that tho who 


are true and loyal to the country in States which 
prof ss to have seceded, or in those contiguous to 
them, re entitled to be protects d by the Govern- 


tend 
than savages. W: 
y every yi ir upon 


avrain 


ment in their loyalty, and not be | ft at the 
mercies of those who ire Worse 
have¢ x pe nded millions of mon 
our western frontiers to prot tour settlers 
roving bands of Indians who have been runt 
wild over that vast extent of country. Itseem 
me we owe the same protection to loyal men e 
where, without respect to any military effect, or 
any connection with the general military opera- 
tions which may bethought necessary to put down 
this rebellion. — 

Mr. BINGHAM obt 
Mr. WICKLIFFI 
Ohio allow me to have read a letter 
members of the Committee on Milit 


Mr. BINGHAM. Certainly. 


ained the floor. 
Will thi re ntleman from 
addressed to 


ary Affairs? 


The letter was read, as { WS: 
Fra nv, December 4, 1861. 
Dear Srrs: I take the li inclosing to you a letter 
to the Bec iry of War, w [ beg you to present, and 
urge the neceselty raising to how Our protection aga iat 
border invasion ind marauding parties. If the object is 


d, | think a large portion of the force should be 


approve 





. Me . it ive the subject attended to imum 
diatal and \ ine i, letine Know the result by 
teiegraph wit ' iry, because our inembers de r 
vervi ia j ion. 

ru J.R. UNDERWOOD 
iH ». € Wi I . 
I j 1.4 I i ‘. 

VI BINGHAM. As at pri ent advi ed. ldo 
not see any objection to the general purposes of 
the bill, or to its general provisions. ‘The bill not 


only provides for the employment of this 
within the State 


force 
of Kentucky, but it specially 
pr vides as well that they may be employed tem- 
porarily elsewhere in de fense of the State against 
invasion, and for enforcing the laws of the United 
States. So far the purpo of the bill seem to be 
all right. But I desire to call the attention of th 
gentieman from Kentucky to the fact that the 


f *k 
fourth section of the bill ha 


manifestly an om! 
sion init. ‘The fourth section provides that thi 
forces or soldiers thus enrolled and mustered into 
thie ervice of the Unite d States h ll be plac d on 
the same footing as other volunteers of the United 
mlates as to pay, subsistence, ¢ lothing, and other 
emoluments for and during the time they may 
be in the service. The omission, the important 


ich | wish to call the 


that there should be ince 


omission, to wl renthleman’s 


atlention,! porated into 


that section the words ‘**and shall be subject to 
the rules and articles of war,’’ as was provided in 
the several bills for raising volunteers heretofore 
in the service of the United States. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I have no objection to 
that, for IL take it for granted that they will be 
subject to such rules and articles as soon as they 
are worn into the service. ; 


on . 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Ir. BINGHAM. 


tion to m ike. 


I have one further suggves- 
J have no desire to delay the pas- 
save of this bill; but lL bee leave to state to the 


gentleman from Kentucky, and to the chairman 


of the Committee on Military Affairs, that if the 
bill should lie over to be printed, it will come up 
as unfinished business when the committee is 
again called. Ifso, it can be printed; and when 
that committee is called agwain, it can be put upon 
its passag ! would inquire of the Chair whether 
it would not come up as such unfinished business? 

Phe SPEAKER. It will, when the call of the 
committ is resumed 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. My object is to get the 
bill before the Senate at the earliest possible mo- 
ment. Ifthe House will make th 
of the bill the special order for 
have no objection to that. 

Mr. MALLORY. Before the gentleman mov: 
that proposition, | wish to suggest to him, and 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, another 
amendment to the bill. It occurs to me, from 
bill read, that the power to raise and 
this corps is conferred by the bill upon 
the military board of the State of Kentucky. That 
board is the mere creature of the Le: | 
Kentucky. My collea 
ment upon the requi s 


onsideration 
Monday next, I 


hearing the 


organize 


rue has mad move- 
tof the chairman of the com- 
mittee on military affairs of the Legislature of 
Kentucky. I think | nend the bill so 
as to confer this power upon the General Assembly 
of Kentucky, which created this military board, 
and not upon the board itself. If they abolish 


i 


ne should at 





that board, this whole matter falls to the ground. 


This has occurred to me, and I make the suge¢es- 
tion to my colleague for his consideration. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. 1 move to postpone the 
consideration of the bill until one o’clock on Mon- 


day, and that the bill be printed. 

The motion was agrced to. 

COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE, ETC. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill to expedite the collection of the 
revenue, and the final disposition of suits arising 
therefrom; which was read a firstand second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Mr. OLIN moved that the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs be discharged from the further can- 
sideration of the resolution in respect to extending 
the franking privilege to soldiers, and that the 
same by 
Office and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

SLAVES WITHIN MILITARY DISTRICTS. 

The SPEAKER 


The morning hour having 


ture of 


referred to the Committee on the Post j 


yired, the business tn ¢ 


rder is the consideration 
of a resolution offered by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Exsot;] the consideration 
of which was postponed until this time, and upon 
which the gentleman from Massachusetts Is en- 
titled to the floor. The Clerk will read the res- 
olution. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, First. 
That, in behalf of the people of these States, we do again 
solemnly declare thatthe war in which we are now engaged 
against the insurgent bodies now in arms against the Gov 
ernment has forits object the suppression of such rebellion 
and the reéstablishment of the rightful authority of the 
national Constitution and laws over the entire extent of our 
common country. Second. That while we disclaim all 
power under the Constitution to interfere, by ordinary legis 
lation, with the institutions of the several States, yet the 
war now existing must be conducted according to the 
usages and rights of military service, and that during its 
continuance the recognized authority of the maxim thatthe 
satety of the State is the highest law, subordinates rights 
of property, and dominates over civil relations. Third. 
That theretore we do hereby declare that, in our judgment, 
the President of the United States, as the Commander-in- 
Chief of our Army, and the officers in command under him, 
have the right to emancipate all persons held as slaves by 
rebels in any military district in a state of insurrection 
against the national Government, and that we re pectfully 
advise that such order of emancipation be issued whenever 
the same will avail to weaken the power of the rebels iu 
ums, Or tustrengthen the military power of the loyal forces. 


Mr. ELIOT. 


I commence the debate upon 


the great questions involved in this resolution, | 


and the bills and resolutions which have been 


presented upon similar subjects, by other gentle- 
men, with profound distrust of my ability to dis- 
cuss them thoroughlg; but with a full, abiding, 
clear, and confident conviction that the good, com- 
mon, sound sense of the members of this House, 
their free instincts, their patriotic purposes, will 
enable them to mature a plan that shall at once 
embody the feelings, the wishes, the hopes, and 
the demands of our constituents and of all loyal 
men, and which will meet the great necessities of 
this occasion, 

Mr. Speaker, I desire to address myself to you 
in all frankness and sincerity. Itis no time for set 
speech. The times themselves are not set. Speech 
is demanded; but suchas shall crystallize into acts 
and deeds. ‘Thoughts of men ro beyond the form 
of words into the realities of things. When we 
came together the otherday lL was impressed with 
the conviction that no time should be needlessly 
lost—no, not an hour—before the opportunity 


should be presented to this Elouse to express itself | 


in some way, and to some extent to give utterance 
to its judgment, which should also be reearded in 
a nreasure as the judgment of the people; for we 


had just come from the people, and if at any time |! 
we would assume to represent their feelings, opin- | 


ions, and judgment, it would be then. 
| The vote which was taken upon the motion 
of the gentleman from Indiana, satisfied me and 
| satisfied the country as to the general judgment 
of the House. I would not be understood to say, 
and [ would not assume to say, that upon a final 
| vote upon those resolutions, the record would be 
| asit wasupon the motion tolay them upon the table. 


centiemen favorable unquestionably to their gen- 
eral scope voted against them, because it seemed to 
| them that the first resolution called for a return to 
the old state of things. This resolution contem- 
plates nosuch thing. No matterhow,afew months 
ago, loyal men might have yearned that the old 
state of things should berestored. The status ante 
bellum is impossible, ‘The first blow which was 
struck at Fort Sumter rendered it impossible. 
Stimulated by mad ambition, that blow shattered 
the hopes of loyal men throughout the land. No, 
sir; no,sir. Reconstruction must come, but in the 
rebellious and seceding States, when it comes, it 
shall come, I believe, without the presence of the 
slave! Mr. Speaker, there are gentlemen whose 
| names are recorded in favor of laying those resolu- 
| tions upon the table, who would, as they now 
stand, sustain them. There are some among my 
friends who voted to lay them upon the table as 
they were first presented, who will not, as I hope, 
vote against them now. They were controlled in 
their votes because, as the resolutions were first 
presented, they extended over the slaves of all 
owners within military districts In insurrection 
| against the United States. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I have one word to say upon 
| the amendment to the resolution. | believe, stand- 
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Indeed I know that would not be the case. Some | 
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ing upon law, that the resolution, as it was first 
offered, is right; that it is sustained by the high- 
est authorities upon subjects analoBous to this. 
Why, sir, it is a war question—it is a military 
question; it is not a question of punishment for 
holding slaves because the holding of slaves js 
wrong; notetall. Slavery caused this rebellion; 
did it not? Then is slavery outlaw; and it may 
well be that the war power may extinguish it in 
districts in insurrection against the Government: 
and although it may be that there are loyal men 
who thus incidentally would suffer, as loyal men 
they would consent—the necessity existing—that 
the power should be exercised, But, neverthe- 
less, loyal men should be protected from injury, 
The resolutions, as at first offered, contemplated 
no compensation; there was no provision for com- 
pensation contained in them; yet loyal men must 
not be treated as rebels, and in all our legislation 
it should be understood that we desire that the 
men who stand upright, when those around them 
are faltering and falling, shall be held harmless 
from loss, and no word should now be uttered 
that would seem to intimate that they and we are 
set at variance. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I con- 
sented that the resolution should be amended; and 
I did so the more readily because a vote had been 
taken upon it as first reported, which indicated 
the judgment of the House. The resolution, as 
now before us, will be a step in the right direc- 
tion; and when a vote shall be taken upon it, I 
desire that we may stand together. It was a good 
vote upon the resolution as first offered; I want 
that it shall be stronger; I want our loyal friends 
all around the House to come up with me, and 
ask the military power to take this step affecting 
now the slave property of rebels. The resolu- 
tions, as they stand now, I commend to the House 
as being, so far as they go, sound, correct in prin- 
ciple, and called for by the imperative necessities 
of the times. 

Mr. Speaker, before we shall enter upon the 
discussion of the wider subjects that will open 
before us as we advance, it is my humble task to 
ask the consideration of the House to the resolu- 
tions as they stand before us. The first declares 
that the war in which we are now engaged has 
for its object the suppression of the rebellion, and 
the reéstablishment of the rightful authority of 
the United States; not by any manner of means 
that when that object has been attained, we shall 
thereupon return to the old state of things, for I 
believe that to be impossible; but that the object 
of the war is to suppress the rebellion, and to re- 
cover and reéstablish the rightful authority of the 
United States. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, so far as the United States 
is concerned as a Government, as a party carry- 
|| ing on war against the rebels, there can, it seems 

to me, be no two opinions upon this question. No 
matter what may incidentally result; no matter 
what effects shall be brought about in connection 
with that object; no matter what property may 
be affected; nevertheless itis still between the Gov- 
ernment and the rebels a question of power; it isa 
question whether or not the one or the other shall 
be the stronger! 

This, sir, has been called all over the country 
| an anti-slavery war by certain men who love sla- 
| very more than they do the Union. It isnosuch 
thing. Slavery caused the war, and it may be 
overturned by it; the power of the slaveholders !s 
| carrying it on, and that power will be crushed; 
|| the curse of slavery is at the foundation of it, and 
| that curse may be removed; but the object of th: 
| war is to recover the rightful authority of the Uni- 
| ted States and put down treason. Why, sir, con- 
| sider the state of things existing at this moment 
in South Carolina. Between Hilton Head and 

Jeaufort is acountry,as I understand it, of some 
fifteen or sixteen miles. All over that land the 
| houses are desolate, the occupants have gone, the 
owners have fled, no man is there to say, “ this 
| is my property;” the military foot of the United 





| the military authorities of the Government. No 
| white man is there, nor is there any one there 
|| except those of whom it has been said that they 
|| have ** no rights which a white man is bound to 
| respect.’? What are we to do with that country: 
|| It is a part of the soil of the United States, and tt 
| cannot be separated from it. It is a part of our 
|| territory, and it must be brought back. Those 
| who held it have fled. It is in your hands. You 


| States has stepped upon it; it is in the hands of 


ia 
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cannotenforce your laws, for there are no judicial 
tribunals with power to de it. No laws can be 
enforced ex@pt by the power of the military arm. 
«Laws are silentamidstarms.’’ Butitis the mis- 
sion of arms to recreate a state of things when laws 
may be vindicated by judicial process. Civil so- 
ciety must be recreated. The work has been begun. 
A post office has been established, and soon the 
school and the court-house and the church shall 








follow. The same principle applies, and the same | 


governmental action must be taken, whether the 
tract is fourteen miles square or whether it covers 
the whole State of South Carolina; and as our 
Army shall successfully advance, and the rebel- 
lion shall be overcome, civil society will be again 
constructed ;conventions will be held; Legislatures 
will come together; the people will demand re- 
union; and then in South Carolina shall be that 
reconstruction without the presence of a slave; 
then, Mr. Speaker, over the magnificent regions 
of the Palmetto State the star-spangled banner 
** Shall wave 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.”’ 
It may be, as has been intimated, and intimated 
in high quarters, that in the march of events the 
‘rattlesnake’? will be suppressed. What of it? 
Suppose it should be that, in the order of God’s 
yrovidence, the territory now composing that 
State shall be divided and belong to the surround- 
ing States; the object of the war will sull be ac- 
complished, the peace of the country will be re- 
stored, treason will be put down, rebellion will be 
overcome, and the rightful authority of the laws 
and the Constitution will be maintained. In the 
mean time, certain questions have arisen about 
which some action must be had, and about which 
the military power must be exercised. Not only 
have houses been deserted, not only have the 
places of business been abandoned, not only have 
the white men fled, leaving our troops in posses- 
sion, but they have left their lands at the time of 
the ingathering of the crops; they have left their 
cotton fields white unto the harvest; the harvest 
is plenty and the laborers are not few. What is 
to be done? I say the laborers are not few. There 
they stand with arms stretched out to us, yearn- 
ing to help us, abandoned men, contrabands here- 
toforepdeodands now, asking to be employed in 
peaceful pursuits, anxious for service and ready 
to receive the hire which labor may always right- 
fully demand, What are you to do with them? 
I say, let your military commandant organize his 
bureau of agriculture; let the black hands gather 
in the white staple; the shackles have fallen from 
their limbs; and as they work for the Govern- 
ment, and in their employ, it does not need that 
I should say to you that thenceforth and forever- 
more they become free men. The resolutions 
under discussion do not consider at all what the 
condition of these men shall be or where shall be 
their future homes. Unto the day sufficient isthe 
work thereof. Let us do the work that the Lord 
puts before us with all our minds and all our 
strength, and when that shall be accomplished, 
the way will open itself for what He has in store 
for us afterwards to do. It is said, however, that 
we ought to do something and say something and 
determine something about their status; and it 
may, perhaps, be right and true; and, sir, for all 
that, | desire to say that I like right well the opin- 
ions which have been expressed in a paper which 
has not been exactly officially reported to us, but 
which contains good law, good patriotism, good 
statesmanship, and right strong common sense. 
] read from that paper: 
“It has become a grave question for determination what 
shall be done with the slaves abandoned by their owners 


on the advance of our troops into southern territory, as in | 


the Beaufort district of South Carolina. The whole white 
population therein is six thousand, while the numer of 
negroes exceeds thirty-two thousand. The panic which 
drove their masters in wild confusion from their homes, 
leaves them in undisputed possession of the soil. Shall they, 
armed by their masters, be placed in the field to fight against 
us, or shall their labor be continually employed in reprodu- 
cing the means for supporting the armies of rebellion ? 

“The war into which this Goverument has been forced 
by rebellious traitors is carried on for the purpose of repos- 
Sessing the property violently and treacherously seized upon 
by the enemies of the Government, and to reéstablish the 
authority and laws of the United States in the places where 
it is opposed or overthrown by armed insurrection and re- 
pes Its purpose is to recover and defend what is justly 

Ss Own. 

“War, even between independent nations, is made to 
subdue the enemy, and all that belongs to that enemy, by 
occupying the hostile country, and exercising dominion 
Over all the men and things within its territory. ‘This being 


TH 


} has a right, howeve 


| stantly reproducing them, would be madness. 


true in respect to independent nations at war with each 
other, it follows that rebels who are laboring by force of 
arms to overthrow a Government, justly bring upon them 
selves all the consequences of war, and provoke the de- 
struction merited by the worst of crimes. That Govern- 
ment would be false to national trust, and would justly 
excite the ridicule of the civilized world, that would abstain 
from the use of any efficient means to preserve its own 
existence, or to overcome a rebellious and traitorous enemy, 
by sparing or protecting the property of those who are 
waging war against it. 

“The principalwealth and power of the rebel States is 
a peculiar species of property, consisting of the service or 
labor of African slaves, or the descendants of Africans. 


This property has been variously estimated at the value of | 


from seven hundred million to one thousand million dollars. 


* Why should this property be exempt from the hazards | 


and consequences of a rebellious war? 

** It was the boast of the leader of the rebellion, while he 
yet bad a seat in the Senate of the United States, that the 
southern States would be comparatively safe and free from 
the burdens of war, if it should be brought on by the con 
templated rebellion, and that boast was accompanied by 
the savage threat that ‘northern towns and cities would 
become the victims of rapine and military spoil,’ dnd that 
‘northern men should smell southern gunpowder and feel 
southern steel.’ No one doubts the disposition of the 
rebels to carry that threat into execution. The wealth of 
northern towns and cities, the produce of northern farms, 
northern workshops and manufactories would certainly be 
seized, destroyed, or appropriated as military spoil. No 
property in the North would be spared from the hands ot 
the rebels, and their rapine would be defended under the 
laws of war. While the loyal States thus have all their 


property and possessions at stake, are the insurgent rebels | 


to carry On Warfare against the Government in peace and 


| security to their own property? 


? 
** Reason and justice and self-preservation forbid that 


| such should be the policy of this Government, but demand, 


on the contrary, that, being foreed by traitors and rebels to 
the extremity of war, all the rights and powers of war 
should be exercised to bring it to a speedy end 

**Those who war against the Government justly forfeit 
all rights of property, privilege, or security, derived from 
the Constitution and laws, against which they are in armed 
rebellion ; and as the laborand service of their slaves con 
stitute the chief property of the rebe!s, such property should 


| share the common tate of war to which they have devoted 


the property of loyal citizens. 

** While itis plain that the slave property of the South is 
justly subjected to all the consequences of this rebellious 
war, and that the Government would be untrue to its trust 
in not employing all the rights and powers of war to bring 


| it to a speedy close, the details of the plan for doing so, like 


all other military measures, must, in a great degree, be lett 


to be determined by particular exigencies. The disposition 


| of other property belonging tothe rebels that becomes sub 


ject to our arms is governed by the circumstances ot the 
case. The Government has no power to hold slaves, none 
to restrain a slave of his liberty, or to exact his service. It 
r,to use the voluntary service of slaves 
liberated by war from their rebel masters, like any other 
property of the rebels, in whatever mode may be most effi- 
cient for the defense of the Government, the prosecution of 
the war, and the suppression of rebellion. 


necessary as it isto take gunpowder from the 
Whether it is expedient to do so is purely a military ques 
tion. The right is unquestionable by the laws of war. ‘The 
expediency niust be determined by circumstances, keeping 


| in view the great object of overcoming the rebels, reéstab- 


lishing the laws, and restoring peace to the nation. 
‘It is vain and idle for the Government to carry on this 
war, or hope to maintain its existence against rebellious 


| force, Without employing all the rights and powers of war. 


As has been said, the right to deprive the rebels of their 
property in slaves and slave labor is as clear and abso- 
lute as the right to take forage from the field, or cotton from 
the warehouse, or powder and arms from the magazine. To 
leave the enemy in the possession of such property as for 
age and cotton and military stores, and the means of con- 
It is, there 
fore, equal madness to leave them in peaceful and secure 
possession of slave property, more valuable and efficient to 
them for war than forage, cotton, and military stores. Such 
policy would be national suicide. Whatto do with that 
species of property is a question that time and circumstances 


| will solve, and need not be anticipated further than to re 


peat that they cannot be held by the Government as slaves. 
it would be useless to keep them as prisoners of war; and 
self-preservation, the 
individuals, demands that they should be disposed of or em 
ployed in the most effective manner that will tend most 
speedily to suppress the insurrection and restore the author 
ity of the Government. If it shall be found that the men 


who have been held by the rebels as slaves are capable of | 


bearing arms and performing efficient military service, it is 
the right, and may become the duty, of this Governmentto 


| arm and equip them, and employ their services against the 
} rebels, under proper military regulation, discipline, and | 


command. 

** But in whatever manner they may be used by the Gov 
ernment, it is plain that, once liberated by the rebellious act 
of their masters, they should never again be restored to 
bondage. By the master’s treason and rebellion he forfeits 
all right to the labor and service of his slave; and the slave 
of the rebellious master, by his service to the Government, 
becomes justly entitled to freedom and protection. 

* The disposition to be made of the slaves of rebels, after 
the close of the war, can be safely left to the wisdom and 
patriotism of Congress. The representatives of the people 
will unquestionably secure to the loyal slaveholders every 


right .o which they are entitled under the Constitution of 


the country.’’ 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. 


Will the gentleman favor 


me with the authority from which he has been 


reading? 
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The loyal 


Itis clearly a | 
right of the Government toarm slaves when it may become | 
enemy. | 


highest duty of a Government, or of 
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Mr. ELIOT. I read from a report which I find 
published in the papers as having come from the 
city of Washington, and as being a report which 
was originally proposed to be submitted to the 
country though this House. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE, 
report? 

Mr. ELIOT. Simon Cameron’s, who has done 
so much within the last three months to raise his 
name high among men, as a lover of freedom, as 
a maintainer of right, as a foe to rebellion, and as 
one determined to put down treason. 

Now, sir, these statements not only apply to 
this first resolution but they will be found appli- 
cable to all the others, and not only to them, 
to every proposition, whether for confiscation or 
otherwise, that can be introduced into the House 
upon this general subject. 


Whose report, and what 


) 


but 


The first branch of the second resolution dis 
claims the right to interfere by ordinary legislation 
with the insututions of the several States. Well, 
sir, thatis adeclaration which we have often made. 
I do not know that it is needful to make it here. 

men throughout the States do not 
wantit. The disloyal men ought not to have it. 
The Republican party said it in 1856, and said 
it in 1860. We have announced it in Congress 
before now. Itdoes not interfere at all with any 
legislation that we may enact on the subj ct of 
confiscating the property of rebels. It does not 
interfere at all with any extraordinary legislation 
which the emergencies of the rebellion may neces- 
sitate. Slavery 1s called an institution. [tis more 
properly a domestic relation, sanctioned by local 
law. Itisa relation created by law. Itis a re- 
lation between persons, between black persons 
and white. It seeks to subject the service and 
labor of the black man to the ownership of a mas- 
ter. So all our property is held under the sanc- 
tions of law, either statute or common. Under its 
protection, our houses and lands and stocks, our 
property, corporeal and incorporeal, and rights of 
action, are all so held. 

We should not attempt to interfere with this 
property in the States by ordinary legislation. It 
would be against the whole theory of our Con 
stitution und laws to do so. Yet who would hes 
itate to pass a law confiscating the property of 
rebels wherever it may be found—real estate, per- 
sonal estate, stock, horses, lands, and all? Who 
would hesitate, under the Constitution, to advo- 
cate and support a law for that? Just so we may 
pass a law confiscating, or in that sense emanci 
pating (for the Government cannot buy or sell) 
that species of property, held by the rebels. It 
does not affect institutions; it affects property. It 
affects the property of persons under institutions, 
the benefit of whose provisions theirown treason 
has forfeited, and whose protection they cannot 
claim. 

Nevertheless, the resolution sets forth that the 
war is to be carried on according to military usage, 
and according to the laws of war. Is not that so? 
And is it not about time that Congress said so? 
l apprehend there is no elementary writer who has 
denied the proposition that, in time of war, ‘* the 
safety of the people is the highest law.’’ But is it 
only true in time of war? Is it not equally true in 
time of peace? In allemergencies, when the safety 
of the people is endangered, that safety must be 
secured, It rests on the same ground as the law 
of self-defense. The life of the State must be pre- 
served. 

Mr. Speaker, this maxim seems to have been 
strangely overlooked. Any one who had keptan 
eye on the state of things going on around us for 
some months past, in Missouri, in Maryland, in 
Western Virginia, up and down the Potomac, 
would believe that the maxim was, in some way, 
strangely forgotten. If we are not successful in 
this contest with rebellion, it must be because of 
our intense magnanimity. We have been carry- 
ing on this war on very tender principles. We 
catch a spy within our lines, who has come there 
for the purpose of obtaining information to our 
great injury, and we—swear him and let him go, 
I pray you, why was not Mr. Winansshot? Did 
he not violate the laws of war? Was he not within 
our lines? Was he not doing what he could to 
support the en my, é nd to weaken us? Was he 
not doing all in his power to strike down this Gov- 
ernment in his own home It could not be done. 
It was not time. There had not yet been men 
enough shot in battle. There had not been enough 
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in the history of warfare, civil or savage, ancient 
or modern, have acts been done the like of which 
we hav witnessed on our battle-field Ambu- 
lane fired into: hospitals on the field ere the 
wounded have been placed for safety and for pro- 
tection—ho pitals on the fie ld, th ut ought to be 
sacred—shot into, with purpose and by intent, not 
by accident, but by design. Wounded men, laid 


upon the field where their surereons could take car¢ 


of them, shot and slaughtered there. If pc sible, 
worse than that, the stars and stripes, emblems 
of loyalty, of Union and of good government, 


made to fly and to float over rebel traitorous com- 
panies of men in the face and eyes of Union sol- 
diers, in order that Union men might be drawn 


from their friends, entrapped, and meanly slaugh 
tered by men every one of whom had forfeited Ris 


life under the laws of the land. Are such things 
to be justified because itis war? So itis war— 
civil war, the worst of all kinds of war; and yet 
there are rules that civilized nations recognize 
eveninastate of war. Such has been the conduct 
of the traitors in arms. 

I admit that there are some points in which it 
seems to me we upon our side have somewhat 
erred. Mr. Speaker, I trust the time will never 
come when it will be for us as men, for us as a 
loyal people, to advocate the law of retaliation, 
so far as life is concerned. I think there have 
been errors made on our part in reference to ex- 
change of prisoners, That, however, is being 
corrected. I had prepared myself to submit to 
the House some views upon this question, though 
not precisely pertinent to the resolution under 
consideration. I believe that the rebels, by an 
exchange of prisoners, are not at all recognized. 


No rights ar 


conceded: 1 oricl 


cht of sec ssion is 
that they, 
a traitor’s 
tate of civil war 


it. Weean hang rebel 


it comes to I) inging or 


admitted: no 
,» butsimply this fact, 
:, being traitors, deserving 
nevertheless in a t 


being rebel 
qaoom, ar 

t their Governme! 
him; but when 
r five hundred thousa 


again one 


or shoot 


shoot 


uppo any of us would feel that that is a work 
upon which we can or ought to enter. / repeat 
that the exchange of prisoners does not involve 
the surrender of any right. It simply recognizes 
the rel as in a state of war against their Gov- 
eri ent 
I find in the authorities who have treated upon 
thi i t more than a century ago the doc- 
square ly and plainly laid d ywn that a Gov- 
ernment, where its own subjects have rebelled 


irainst it; where they are strong enough to main- 
tain rmy; strong enough to appea to sustain 
themselves, may tre them so far as belligerents 
as that prise ners ca tured in battle may be ex- 
changed. ‘Therefore it was that I was glad, the 
other day, to see ar solution introduced into the 
House upon this subject. The time has come, it 
seems to me, when those whom we have taken 
in battle should be exchanged for those of our 
Army whom they have taken in fight. But, sir, 


that doctrine does not at all affect the doctrines laid 


down in these resolutions. 
] come now to the third re solution of the s¢ ries, 
which declares the right, the military right, of 


emancipation. In the language of the resolution, 
we declare that **¢n our judgment, the President 
of the United States, as Commander-in-Chief, and 
the officers in command under him, have the right 
to emancipate all persons held as slaves by rebels 
in any military district in a state of insurrection 
acainst the no. al Government.’”’ 
The second branch of the resolution declares 
the expediency of exercising that right. First, 
Has anybody a doubt of 1? I 
hardly feel justified in oceupying the time of the 
House indiscussing a question about which really 
no one does or can properly, inmy judgment, en- 
adoubt. The right itself 1s sustained by 
abundant authority; but if we had not the au- 
thority ofauthorsup yn the subject, the right would 
stand upon the reason of the case. If Wheaton 
had not said a word, if Vattel had been silent, 
if the voice of our own * old man eloquent” had 
not twenty yt , foreseeing the events that 


>.1I0n 


as to the right. 


tertain 


ars azo 


have a red, announced the doctrine from this 
Hall, the time has come when we ought to make 
the al accky. 

Slavery is the cause of this rebellion; slavery 
is the power and strength of our enemies: have 
we not the right to remove the cause of the re- 


bellion? Have not we tl 
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power of our enemies? Slave ry lies at a root of 

this treason: can we not eradicate the treason ? 
Now 9 sir. no nm rative answer cat e fiven to 

these questions unless the pre mist denied 


But is any gentleman pre p ared to suy that slavery 
is not the cause of the rebellion, and that it docs 
not give power to our enemies? Let mi for a 
moment refer the House to the lanzuage of Vat 

upon this point, written more than a c« ntury ago 


He 


** Since the object of a just war is to repress injustice and 
violence, and forcibly to compel him who is deaf to the voice 


of justice, we have a right to put in practice, against the 


enemy, every measure that is necessary in order to weaken 
him, and disable him from resisting us and supporting his 


injustice; and we may choose such methods as are the 
most efficacious and best calculated to attain the end in 
view, provided they be not of an odious kind, nor unjusti 
fiable in themselves, and prohibited by the law of nature.» 


And, again, the same writer says: 


‘We have a right to deprive our enemy of his posses 
sions, of everything which may augment his strength, and 
enable him to make war. This every one endeavors to ac 
complish in the manner most suitable to him. Whenever 
we have an opportunity, we seize on the enemy’s prop 
erty, and convert it to our own use: and thus, besides dij 
ininishing the enemy’s power, We augment our own, and 


obtain at least a partial indemnification or equivalent, eith 
for what constitutes the subject of the war, or for the ex 
penses and losses ine urred in its prosecution. In a word, 


we do ourselves justice. 


But Mr. Adams more than once 
law in his speeches in ¢ 
brated debate with Mr. 
Seventh Conzress, he 

ec his 


declared 
In 
Ingersoll, in the Twenty- 
said: : 


‘ongress. his cele- 


power in Congress has, perhaps, never been called 


into exercise under the present Constitution of the United 
States. But when the laws of war are in force, what, | 
ask, is one of those laws? Itis this: that when a country 
is invaded, and two hostile armies are set in martial 

the commanders of both armies have power to emauci 

all the slaves in the invaded territory. Nor is this an 


theoretic statement. 
that the doctrine 


The history ot South America siows 
has been carried into practical execut 


within the last thirty years. Slavery was abolishe : in ¢ 
lumbia, first by the Spanish General Murillo, and, secondly, 
by the American General Bolivar. It was abolisive ‘d by \ 
tue of a military command, given at the head of the army ; 
and its abolition continues to be law to this day. It was 
abolished by the laws of war, and not by municipal ena 
ments. The power was exercised by military commander 
under instructions, of course, from their respective Gov 


ernments.”? 
In the course of the same speech, Mr. Adams 
anne as follows: 2 


‘7 might furnish a thousand proofs to show that the pr 
tensions of gentlemen to the sanctity of their munici; 
institutions, under a state of actual invasion and of a 
war, whether servile, civil, or foreign, is wholly unfou 
and that the Jaws of war do, in all such cases, 
dence. I lay this down as the law of nations. I sayt 
the military authority takes, for the time, the place of ; 
municipal institutions, and of slavery among the 
that, under that state of things, so far from its being 
that the Srates where slavery exists have the exclu 
management of the subject, not only the President of th 
United States, but the commander of the Army has pow 


to order the universal emancipation of the slaves.”’ 
< * * * + + * * * 


take pre 


Tet my position be answered ; let me be told, let my 
constituents be told, let the people of my State be to! 
State whose soil tolerates not the foot of a slave—thatt 
are bound by the Constitution to a long and toilsom 
under burning summer suns and a deadly southern cli : 
for te suppression of a servile war; that the y are bound 
to leave their bodies to rot upon the lands of Carolina; to 
leave their wives widows and their children orphans; that 
those who cannot march are bound to pour out ‘the ir trea 
ures While their sons or brothers are pouring out the i 
to suppress a servile combined with a civil or foreigr y 
and yet that there exists no power beyond the limits of th 


tha 





slave State where such war is raging to emancipat 
slaves! I say let this be proved—I am open to convict 


but till that conviction comes, I put it forth not as a dicta 
of feeling, but as a settied maxim of the laws of nati 

latin such a case the military supersedes the civil power.” 

Why, sir, from the beginning of this rebel! 
we have heard it stated by the traitors that they 
have a power peculiar to them in their institution 
of slavery. It was stated here in Congress. We 
have heard it from Mr. Keitt and Mr. Stephe: 
here, and from Mr. Keitt and Mr. Stephens ther 
All the orators, statesmen, and politicians are di - 
claring how they stand upon this precise power. 
I have here an extract from one of the southel rn 
papers, in which it undertakes to go into an argu- 
ment to show that the South can sustain an 
of six hundred thousand in the field, or one tenth 
of their white population, without affecting Uv 
industrial pursuits at home: 


army 





“ Let the slaves work; we will fight. We will fight and 
We will consume t. and 


they will produce. 
they at home will 
war.” 


Is it not so? 


, we will protec 


give us the means of carrying on wus 


Who are fighting our battl s? 


Our merchants, lawyers, mechanics; our men of 





